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27th ConG........2D SESS. 


We will print severai thou- 
sand surplus copies of the 
CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE & 
APPENDIX, for the purpose 
of furnishing complete sets to 
all who may subscribe for 
them within a reasonable time 
—say, by the 20th of January 
mex, 

The Mpperdix, which is to 
be made up principally of long 
speeches, written out by the 
members themselves, will not 
be printed for a week or ten 
days to come,as no long speech 
has vet beem made at this ses- 
sion of Congress. Indeed, so 
iidvie das vet been done in Con- 
gress, that we have not been 
able to print the first mumber 
of the Congressional Globe as 
<90m as Wwe expected. 

IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 6, 1841. 


The secind session of the Twenty-seventh Con- 
. gress convined to-day, in conformity with the Con- 
“stitution of the Uniied States. Tae Presipsnt of 
@ the Senatetook his seat at the hour of 12 o’clock. 
“The followng Senators were in attendance, viz: 


MAINE. 
Mr. WILuuMs, Mr. Evans. 
VERMONT. 
Mr. Prentiss, 
Mr. Bares 


Mr. PHELPs. 
Mr. Smt1, 


MASSACIIUSETTS, 
Mr. Wrout, 


CONNECTICUTD. 
Mr. HuNTINGTON, 
NEW YORK, 
Mr. ‘faLLMaDGE. 
°92 NEW JERSEY, 
air. SouTiaRD. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Mr. Sturaeon. 
DELAWARE. 
Mr. CiayTon. 
MARYLAND, 


“r. Bucuinan, 
Mr. Bayagp, 
Mr. Krrr.* 


Mr. Rives, 


VIRGINIA. 
Mr. Arcnenr. 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Mr. Mancum. 
LOUISIANA. 


Mr. Granam, 


Mr. Mouton. 
KENTUCKY. 
Mr. Cray. 
OHLO, 
Mr. ALLEN, Mr. Tappan, 
INDIANA. 
Mr. Smita, Mr. Wuire. 
ILLINOIS, 


Mr. Youna, Mr. McRoperts., 


MISSOURI, 
Mr. Benton, 
ARKANSAS, 


fr. Linn, 
Mr. Futron. 


Mr@Porrer. 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, 
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate ac- 
quaint the Fiouse of Representatives that a quorum 


MICHIGAN, 


Nene eee eee eee 


TL 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1841. 


of the Senate is in attendance, and ready to pro- 
ceed to business. 
On motion of Mr. KERR, 


Resolved, That each Senator be supplied during 


the present session with three such newspapers, 


printed in the United States, as he may choose, || 
provided that the same be furnished at the usual | 


rate for the annual charge for such newspapers; 
and provided, that if any Senator shall choose to 
take any newspaper other than daily papers, he 
shall be supplied with as many such papers as 
shall not exceed the price of three daily papers. 

A message was received from the House, in- 
forming the Senate that there was a quorum of 
that body in attendance, and ready to proceed to 
business. That a committee of three had been ap- 
pcinted on the part of the Heuse to join such com- 
mittee as might be appointed on the part of the 
Senate to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that quorums of both 
Houses of Congress were in attendance, prepared 
to transact business, and receive any communica- 
tions he might be pleased to transmi!; when, 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Presi- 
DENT of the Senate was directed to name two to 
constitute the committee on the part of the Senate, 


in conformity with the above message; when | 
Messrs. Bayarp and Bares were named by the | 


PRESIDENT. 
On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, 
The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, December 7, 1841. 


At 12 o’clock the SPEAKER called the Honse | 
to order, and the roll was called, when the fcllowing |} 


gentlemen answered to their names: 
MAINE. 
Nathan Clifford Nathaniel S. Littlefield 
Wm. P. Fessenden Benjamin Randa'l. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Charles G. Atherton Ira A. Eastnan 
Edmund Burke John R. Reding. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
John Quincy Adams Caleb Cushi:¢ 
Nathaniel B. Borden Charles Hudson 
George N. Briggs William Parmenter . 
Barker Bernell Robert C. Winthrop. 
William B. Calhoun 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Robert B. Cranston J. L. Tillinghast. 
CONNECICUT. 

William W. Boardman Truman Smith 
John H. Brockway Joseph Trumbull 
Thomas B. Osborne Thomas W. Williams. 
VERMONT. 

William Slave 

Augustus Young. 


Horace Everett 
Hiland Hall 
John Mattocks 

NEW YORK. 
A. Lawrence Foster 
Seth M. Gates 
Samue! Gordon 
Francis Granger 
Jacob Houck, jr. 
Hiram P. Hunt 
Archibald L. Linn 
Samuel Pariridge 
Lewis Riggs 
James I. Roosevelt 
John Sanford 
Aaron Warde 
Fernandu Wood 
John Young 


Alfred Babcock 
Daniel D. Barnard 
Bernard Blair 
Samuel S. Bowne 
David P. Brewster 
‘Timothy Chi'ds 
Thomas C. Crittenden 
John C. Clark 
Staley N. Clarke 
James G. Clinton 
R chard D. Davis 
Andrew W. Doig 
Millard iilmore 
Caarles A. Floyd 
John G. Floyd 
NEW JERSEY. 
Joseph F, Randolph 
Charles C. Stratton 
Thomas Jones Yorke 
PENNSYLVANIA, 
Henry W. Beeson George M. Keim 
Benjamin A. Bidlack Joseph Lawrence 
Charles Brown Albert G. Marchand 
James Cooper Peter Newhard 
Joseph Fornance Arnold Plumer 


John B. Aycrigg 
William Halsted 
John P. B. Maxwell 





Votume I1----No. 1. 


once / sail 


{| PENNSYLVANIA—Continued, 

| James Gerry Robert Ramsey 

| Thomas Henry William Simonton 
James Irvin John Snyder 
William W. Irwin George W. Toland 
William Jack John Westbrook 
Francis James 

DELAWARE. 

| George B. Rodney. 

| MARYLAND. 

|| William Cost Johnsoa Avgustus R. Sollers 
\| John P. Kennedy James W. Williams, 
|| Alexander Randall 


VIRGINIA. 
Edmund W, Hubard 
Cuthbert Powell 
William Smith 
Lewis Steenrod 
Alexander H. H. Stuart 
George W. Summers 
John Taliaferro 
Henry A. Wise. 


!| Richard W. Barton 

| John M. Botts 

| Walter Coles 

| Thomas W. Gilmer 

| William L. Goggin 
William 0. Goode 

| William A. Harris 

(| Samuel L. Hays 

|| George W. Hopkins 

NORTH CAROLINA, 

\| Green W. Caldwell Augustine H. Shepperd 

|| John R. J. Daniel Edward Stanly 

Edmund Deberry William H. Washington 

James Graham Lewis Williams. 

| Kenneth Rayner 

{| SOUTH CAROLINA, 

|| R. Barnwell Rnett. 

| GEORGIA, ; 

|| Rich. W. Habersham James A. Meriwether 

KENTUCKY, 

Andrews James C. Sprigg 

Joha B. Thom;s n 

Philip Triplett 

Joseph R. Underwood 

John White, Speaker. 





Landaff W. 


Lian Boyd 
Niiliam O. Butler 
Garrett Davis 
Bryan Y. Owsley 
Jcha Pope 
1} TENNESSEE, 
Cave Johnson 
Abraham McClellan 
Hopkins L. Tarney 
Harvey M. Watter:on 
Joseph L Williams 
Christv’r H. Williams 


(| Thomas D Arnold 
i} Aaron V. Brown 
|| Milton Brown 
|| William B. Cam pbeil 
| Thomas J. Campbell 
Robert L. Caruthers 
| Meredith P. Gentry 
OHIO. 
Williem Medill 
Calvary Morris 
Jeremiah Morrow 
Nathaniel G. Pendleton 
Joseph Ridgway 
Samuel Stokely 
George Sweney 
Joh 1B. Well re 


Sherleck J. Andrews 
|| Benjamin S. Cowen 
| Ezra Dean 
William Doan 
Joshua R. Giddirgs 
Patrick G. Geode 
Samson Mason 
Joshua Mathict 
James Mathews a 
LOUISIANA, 
John Moore. 

INDIANA, 
Richard W. Thompson 
David Wa!lace 


i! John B. Dawson 


(| Andrew Kenncdy 
| Henry S. Line 
George H. Pioffit 
ILLINOIS 
Zadok C:sey John T. Stuart 
John Reynoids 
ALABAMA. 
Wiliam W. Payne 
i MISSOURI 
| Jubn C. Edwards John Miller. 
I] ARKANSAS, 
Edward Cross. 
MICHIGAN, 
Jac:b M. Howard. 
| FLORIDA. 
David Levy. 
WISCONSIN, 
| Henry Dodge. 
| IOWA, 
Augustus C. Dodge. 
Mr. REYNOLDS of Illinois informed the 
|, Speaker that Gen. Henry Dopaz, the newly elect- 
| ed Delegate from the Territory of Wisconsin, was 


George 8S. Hous‘on 





a 


in attendance, and moved that the 
a {ministered to him. 


usual cath be 


Mr. DODGE was accordingly qualifie), and 
took his seat. 

Ona motion by Mr. FILLMORE, 

The Hon. Francis G F re- 


at 7 Q y sey Y to yO 
entalive trom 1 S Cc ¢ New rors, 'o <t ny 





the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the 
Hon. Mr. Grera, was qualified, and k his seat 

A message was received froi » Senate by M1 
Dickins, the'r Secretary, siating that a quorum of 
that body ha en 1, and were ready to pro- 
ceed to business. 

Mr. JOHNSON laryland rose and stated 
tiat his name stood on the ‘ist of one of the mest 
i nportant committees of the last session—th Com 
guitiee on Pabdlic Lands; and, as the important 


measure which he had most at heart had been 
pissed upon, in the enactment of the Land bill, he 


hoped the Speaker would o his name in filling 
‘ ¢ " i Ot ae > 

up thateommitice for this se n. “here was an- 

other measure in which he can equal interest 


and that was the establishment of a national! for 
dry. He gave notice that he would tak 
liest opportunity of moving for a select cominitlee 


e the ear- 


te take that subject into con eration. 

While up, Mr. J. said, he would make an effor 
he knew not whether it would be saccessful or no’, 
but he would at al! events make the effort, to enavie 


the House at- once to proceed to an organization, 
aid the transaction of the public business. Fo: 
which purpose he would offer a resolut'on provid: 
ing that the rules and orders of the Congress 
he adopted as ihe rules and orders of this Congress 
til otherwise altered or changed by the House. 
He made this motion in order to suit the various 
interests in the House, and he hoped there 
would be no opposition to itsadeption. He knew 
trat the minority were very much opposed to the 
one hour rule, and that there were many other rues 


rt 
of the last s¢ ont enbemen 


2QoHtt 


that 


which many ¢ 
tained serious objections. 
Mr. J. then submitted the foliow 
Resolved, That the 


enier- 


» , 
mules Of ce 


rwenty-sixth 
Congress, as they were at the close of the said Cen 
gress, be the Rules and Orders ol this Congr 


until others ere adopted. 


Mr. ADAMS said that he bad an ame 


-sndment to 
offer, which, if ace pred, would to vote 
for the resolution of the geniieman from Maryland 
He was perfectly willing to adopt the ru'es and or- 
ders of the House as they stood at the close of the 
96th Congress, with the exce plion oO the 21st rule. 
and he bad already drawn up a resolution to that 
effect, which he would now offer as an amendmen! 
to the motion of the gentleman from Marylend. 
The motion of the gentleman war, however, some 
what indefici'e; for the rules and oracrs of the 26h 
Congress having undergone several changes, were 
not such at the close of the ses: they were at 
the commencement, and he proposed, therefere, in 


€uatie him 


’ 


ion as 


his amendment, that the roles, as they existed at 
ithe clase of the session should be io force, with the 
exception, howe ver, of the : 2 ist Tu e. i Was 
known that on the Jast day ot iast session th 
committee Oinfed atan early part cf it to re- 
vise the rules, had mae a_ report, but a 
report was not read, nor acted upon. hh 
He took it for granted, though, that it would 
taken up a:.d acted upon soon; but until that wa 
done, he w perfectly willing to adopt the ru 
existing at the close of the 26 h Congres*, leaving 
out the 2ist rate. iLe wor her att 
91st rule was expressly di:c!aimed by three 
gotes of th House “at 1 iast essicn. Mr. A. 
then offered the folloyv 

R solre c vi at ine t : re ior the 
transaction ¢ usine i te Hou hk pre hige 
tye n tore af Ihe s¢ 
the 26ih Cons , execpt 
Houie, be, ar » hereby ted, til hi 
ther order of the House. 

(The followin? i eh, Dl ( M 


hier i. 
objected: 
J 


ApaM a 
Qist Rule. Ne petitior, m , reselation, of 


other paper, prs 12 the ol thay . are 
the Dis're Columbia, :ny State ; 
cr the slave trade between the States or Terri 

cf the Un.ted Stat i Which it now exists, shall 
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be received by this House, or entertained in any 
way whatever.] 


Mr. JOUNS: Maryland then modified his 


r rd, “the rules and orders of 
the rac ihey existed at the close of 
the lastsession of it.” Efe weuld say one word only 
in relation to the d fiiculty presented by the gen- 


sachusetts. The course pur 


sued at the last session in relation to Abo'ilion pe- 
tu X 1 we mbrzced in the 21st rule, va- 
ried very little from the course pursued under the 
rules of the 26h Congie-s; because these petitions, 
nN a great many Ca-e:, were presented without be- 
yr received; the question of reception having been 
sd, and that question laid on the table. Thus 


practical operation of the rules of the last ses- 
sion was, that none of these petitions were, in fact, 
There was. then, no material difference 
between the practical operation of the rules of the 
ast Session and the results of the motion he offered. 
His proposition was, that these rules should only 
be in force until the report of the Committee cn the 
Rules was takén up and disposed of. 
Mr. ADAMS replied that the gentleman was 
mewhat incorrect in his statement. The rule of 
the last se:sion ihe gentleman referred to, was ex- 
to all petitions whatever, as well as to Abo- 
s-—Wiih the exceplion of petitions on 
ject of the Bankrupt Jaw, and on such sub- 


ieee 
receiveu,. 


ion petipol 


the sul 


jects as were referred to in the President’s message; 
all petitions shared the same fate. He repeated 


that the House did three 
the 21st rule. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the reading of Mr. 
Apams’s amendment, and it was read. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that it was indispensable 
that this question should be settled; but the difficulty 
appeared to be as to the best mode of settling it. 
He kad hoped that the House would be brough 
under the control of settled rules before any debate 
on this question arose. He was unwilling to take 
all the rules of the 26th Congress without diseus- 
sion, and equally unwilling to go into a debate on 
thi-exciting question without rules. He would 
prefer the adoption of some temporary rule, and to 
make that svbject the order of the day for every 
day until disposed of. 

Mr. STANLY, after some remarks, submitted 
the following amendment, and moved the previous 
question on jf: ° 

Resolved, That the rules adopted by this House 
at the last session, be the rules for the government 
of this House for fifteen davs, unless others shall 
be arlonted before the expiration of that time. 

Resolved. That the renert of tht Commitie2 on 
Rules, the clo-e of the last session, be 
printed for the use of this House, and made the 
special order of the dav for to-morrow and for 
each sueceedi: es day until the same is disposed of. 

Mr. PROFFIT observed that he saw no such se. 
rious objections to going intoa discussion of the 
@ist rule. 

ADAMS inquired if the 


wes 


ies distinctly disclaim 


ade near 
made near 


Mr motion for the pre- 
TeST} 


yions q nord 


The SPEAKER replied, that in the absence of 
rules, the parliamentary law was in force, and un 
der it the previ restion might be called. 


nso 
I i 








Mr. PROFFIT asked if the motion for the 
previous question wa lebatable. 
The SPEAKER replied, that it was to a limited 
extent 
Mr. PROFFIT. Well, sir, in a limited man- 
I will p ec ow whv tl prey IS ques 
ht ne preva l JT 1 heard, Mr P 
‘ ; f ( bject Qist rule, wh 
. y ta} I! the other rules of the Twen- 
t : Je had heard another gen 
Y fi i ‘ 
» Ih ne all 
be excluded: and 
} : ey ent might be 
1 in t ' of the question. 
Now he wa ed to the previous question, be- 
eause he deem niy unconstitutional, but 
unin I Y > Si at ‘pon to vote with- 
ont n> permitted to express their sentiments con 
1 ¢ voting or He saw no rea- 
son why ihe merits ofthe 2lst rule should not be 
iseussed; and if any excitement should be the con- 

















sequence €such discussion, why let the responsibi- 
lily rest ONthose who would thrust Abolition peti- 
tions upon he House. 

The SPFAIKER here called Mr. P. to order. 

Mr. PROGFIT contended that he was proceed- 
ing in order, \He found, he said, laid on his table, 
with broad lqes drawn round it, a circular, cal!- 
ing on those %whom it was addressed to be at 
their posts on \e first day of the session, to meet 
this question, aq saying that it was the important 
qsestion of the Sssion. He mentioned this fact to 
show, that there tas an organized Abolition arty 
in this country, Wo had their agents here to go 
round the house arj dictate to its membeus. 

The SPEAKER ere ealied Mr. P. to order for 
irrelevancy, and he tyok his seat. 

Mr. ADAMS here said that he objec'ed to the 
previous question as moved by the gent'eman from 
Norih Carolina, because in the absence of rules 
the previous goestion could not be reecgnised in 
that House. He objected alo to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Norh Carolina, because 
under it, all petitions of evey nature whatever 
would be excluded for fifteen ays. 

Mr. PROFFIT here interruped Mr. Apams, and 
stated that he considered himself entitled to the 
floor; that he believed himself tc be proceeding in 
erder when interrupted by the Spiker, and asked 
in What particular the Saraker dtemed him to be 
out of order. 

Tse SPEAKER replied that hehad called the 
gentleman to order for irrelevancy. 

Mr. PROFFIT appealed from the lecision of the 
Chair. 

Toe SPEAKER asked him to state the grounds 
of his appeal. é 

Mr. PROFFIT said that he was not transgress- 
ing the strictest limits of order while he was mx0- 
ceeding to show that the previous question ought 
not to be sustained. He was showing the reasons 
the subject onght to be discussed; and one of 
them was, that there was an organized Abolition 
party, who had its committees in attendance to wait 
round this hall, and aid in carrying out its designs. 
The SPEAKER said that the gentleman fcr~ 
Indiana was out of order, because, insteai of con- 
fining him-elf to the propriety of the previous 
question, he had gone off into the questior of Abo- 
liuon. 

Mr. PROFFIT then withdrew his appeil. 

Mr. ADAMS then appealed from the decision 
cf the Chair, that the previous question was in 
order in the absence of written rales of preceed- 
ing. The previous question, he said, was an arti- 
ficisl process, adopted by an express rule, without 
which it was of no efficacy. The parliamentary 
law was nol, in his opinion, in force in that House. 

The SPEAKER stated that, in the absence of 
written rules, it bad in all cases been the practice 
cf ihe House of Representatives to be governed 
by the Lea Parliamentaria, in which the previous 
question was recognised; and that, in cases pre- 
cisely analogous to the present, the previous ques- 
tion had been moved, recognised, and put, in the 
Hons’; and that he should therefore receive the 
motion for the previous question. 

Mr. ADAMS denied that the parliamentary law 
was in force in that House, and appealed from 
the decision of the Chair, caliing forthe yeas and 
nays on tke ajpcal, which were accordingly or- 
dered, 

Mr. GILMER inquired by what authority the 
parliamentary law ot England was in ferce in that 
House. Ele wanted to know whether the parlia- 
mentary kk rom the previous history 
of the British Parliament, w to be adopted 
here. Ji it was an open question he weuld vote 
against tf 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said that if he un 
derstood the 
had ded 
be taken on his motion. 

Mr. EVERETT offered sc 


parliamentary law, which the Speaker 
ided to be in force, ‘1 tion would first 


he au 
he qu 


me remarks which 
Were not sufficiently understood by the Reporter to 


enahbie him to give them. 
Mr. CUSHING thoucht that some 


misapprehen- 
sion wight exist as to 


the meuiis of the question, in 
had stated it. The case was 


< 


consequence of the manner in which his ona 
imply this, 
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that House now governed by Parliameniary law, 
what was that law, and under its application what 
should be the form of the previous question. There 
must be, in his opinion, a Parliamentary Jaw of 
some kind, otherwise the House must be governed 
by the arbitrary will of the Speaker—a state of 
things which he was sure the Speaker was anxious 
to avoid. Without undertaking to say what the 
Parliamentary law was, wheiher the decisious of 
the British Parliament or the previous decisions of 
this House or both tegethcr, he would assume that 
there was a Parliamentary law of some kind, and 
would, thereiore, vote to sustain the deci+ion of the 
Chair. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN observed that, before 
he would be willing to be governed by the Parlia- 
mentary law, he wanted to know where it was to 
be found. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
saic that, if there was no Parliamentary Jaw, they 
must be governed by the arbitrary will of the 
Speaker. Now, he would prefer being governed 
by the arbitrary decisions of that House. If, ex 
necessitate, there must be a Parliamentary law, he 
would prefer taking the laws of their predecessors 
—ihose which prevailed at the jast session—to 
being governed by the laws of the British 
Parliament. He was opposed to the previous ques- 
tion. He was for free discussicn, and he would 
remind the House that it was the denial of the right 
of being heard that had occasioned their greatest 
difficulties. If he was to be driven, forced. gagged, 
and compelled tu vot2 on this or that question, wiih- 
out the privilege of being heard, ke for one would, 
like all obstinate people, pull back. 

Mr. WISE said he foresaw that if this debate 
was continued, it would cut off all the other busi- 
ness of the House. He hoped gentlemen would, 
by general consent, agree to appoint a committee, 
in conjunction with the commitiee of the Senate, 
to wait on the President and inform him that the 
two Houses are organized and seady to receive 
any communication he may make. 

Mr. ERIGGS suggested to the gentleman from 
Virginia to modify his motion, so as to send a mes- 
sage to the Senate, informing that body of the or- 
ganiza.ion of the House, and of the appointmeent 
of a Joint Commitice to wait on the President, 

Mr. WISE having accep‘ed of ithe modification, 
the resolution as modified was adopted, and 
Messrs. Wise, Baricus, and Ciirrorp, were ap- 
pcinted the committee cn the part of the Hovse. 

The question was then taken on the appeal of 
Mr. Apams, and the decision of the Chair was sus- 
tained—yeas 147, nays 17, as follows: 

YEA4S.—Messrs. Landaif’ W. Andrews, S. 
J. Andrews, Arnold, Athe:ten, Aycrigg, Babcock, 
Barnard, Barion, Beeson, Bidiack, Blair, Board- 
map, Botts, Bowne, Lo,d, Bewster, Briggs, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, W. O. 
Butler, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, 
Clark, Clarke, Clifford, Clinton, Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cashing, Diniel, Garrett Davis, Daw- 
son, Dean, Deberry, Doig, Eastman, Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, A. Lawrence Fuster, Gentry, Gerrv, 
Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, William O. 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Habersham, Hall, Hal- 
sed, Harris, Henry, Hopkins, Hubard, Hadscn, 
Haat, Irvin, Irwin, Jack, James, Cave Johnson, 
Keim, Jobn P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrenes, Linn, 
Marchand, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Ma‘hews, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Miller, Moore, Morris, Mor- 
row, Newhard, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Par- 
ridge, Pendleton, Plumer, Powell, Ramsav, Benj. 
Randall, Alexander Randali, Randolph, Rayner, 
Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Rges, Ro?- 
ney, Roosevelt, Sanford, Shepperd, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Snyder, Soilers, Stanly, 
Steenrod, Stokely, Siraiton, Alex. H. H. Stuart, 
John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Un- 
derwood, Wal'ace, Ward, Washing'on, Waitter- 
son, Weller, Westb: ook, Thomas W. Williams, 
James W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher 
H. Wiliiams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, 
Wood, Yorke, and Augustus Young—147. 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Borden, C, Brown, 


|| 
|| 
| 
| 


Burnell, Green W. Caldwel!, Coles, Richard D. 
Davis, John G. Floyd, Gates, Gilmer, Gordon, 
Hays, Houck, Howard. Wiliiam Cost Johnson, 
Andrew Kennedy, and Abraham McClel!an—17 

A message was ieceived from the Senate by Mr. 
Dickens, their Secretary, stating that that body 
had concurred in the joint resolution of the House 
for the appointment oi a commitiee to wait on the 
President, and that they bad appointed Messrs. 
Bayarp and Bares as the committee on their part. 

The question then came up on Mr. Sranty’s 
amendmen!—when 

Mr. ATHERTON observed that if the amend- 
ment prevailed, it would, while in operation, pre- 
clude all petitions except those on the subjects 
embraced in the President’s message of the last 
session, In addition to what had been said by the 
Senator from Massechuset's, that it would deprive 
the people of the United States of the right of pe- 
tition for fifteen days, he would observe that the 
rule referred io was only to be considered in foree 
for the last session. Mr. A. called for the reading 
of the rule, and it was read as follows: 

{Upon the presentation of petitions, and other 
papers on subjects not specially referred to the con- 
sideration of the House in the message of the Pre- 
sident at the opening of the present ex'ra session, 
objection to the reception shall be considered as 
made, and the question of reception shall be laid 
on the table—'his rule to be considered only in 
force during the present session. Petitions and 
other papers for or against a bankrupt law. to be 
excepted from the operation of this rule. The ac- 
tion of a!l committees on all subjec's not specially 
referred to the consideration of the House in the 
message of the President, shall be suspended during 
the present sessioa—this suspension not to apply to 
business before the Committees of Elections, of 
Ways and Means, on Accounts, and on Mileage; 
nor, if the House shall so determine, to the subject 
of a general bankrupt law.”’} 

The question was then taken on Mr. Stanty’s 
amendmen’; and it was rej cted—yeas 83, nays €6, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock 
J. Andrews, Arnold, Ayerige, Babecck, Barnard, 
Barton, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Milton Brown, 
Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Taos. J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, John 
C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cushing, Garreit Davis, Deberry, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, A. Lawrence Foster, Gentry, Goggin, P. G. 
Goode, Graham, Habersham, Hall, Halste?, Hud- 
son, Hunt, James Irvin, John P. Kennedy, Lane, 
Lino, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Meri- 
wether, Moore, Morrow, Owsley, Partridge, Pen- 
dleton, Pope, Powell, B. Randa!!, Alex. Randall, 
Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Snepperd, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, A'ex. H. 
H. Stuart, John T. Stoart, Sommers, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Richard W. Toompson, Til- 
linghas', Toland, Triplett, Underwocd, Wallace, 
Washington, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
jiams, Christopher H. Williams, Jos ph L Wil 
liams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augusius Young, and 
John Young—83. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atherton, Berson, Bi?- 
lack, Borden, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Burnell, William 
O Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Clinien, Coles, 
Cooper, Cross, Daniel, R. D. Davis, Dawson, Dear, 
Doan, Doig, Eastman, Juhn C. Edwaris, Eveieti, 
John G. Fioyd, Chas. A. Foyd, Forra-ce, Gates, 
Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, William O. Goode, Gor 
dov, Granger, Harris, Hays, Henry, Hopkins, 
Heuek, Housten, Howard, Hubard, William W. 
Irwin, Jack, Janes, Wiiliam Cost Johnson, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lawrences, Abraham McCiellan, 
Marchand, Matihews, Mattocks, Mediil, Miller, 
Morris, Newhard, Osborne, Parmenter, Payne, 
Piumer, Proffit, Ramsey, Rayner, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rizges, Roosevelt, Sanford, Simonton, 
Snyder, Sollers, Steenrod, Sweney, Trumbul', 
Tarney, Ward, Watterson, Welier, Westbrook 
James W. Williams, aud Wood—86. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Apams’s 
amendment; and it was also rejected—yeas 84, 
nays 87, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Adams, 8. J. Ancrews, Ay- 





i 
; 





crigg, Babcock, Barnar!}, Blair, Bozrdman, Bor- 
den, Botts, Bowne, Briggs, Brockway, Burnell, 
Calhoun, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, 
S. N. Clarke, Clinton, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cushing, R. D. Davis, Doig, Everett, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, J. G. Floyd, A. L. Foster, Gates, Gen- 
try, Giddings, P. G. Goode, Gordon, Granger, 
Ha'l, Halsted. Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, 
J. Irvin, W. W. Irwin, James, A. Kennedy, Law- 
rence, Linn, Littlefield, S. Mason, Mathiot, Mat- 
toeks, Maxwet!, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Par- 
menter, Pariridge, Pendieton, Ramsey, B. Rerdall, 
A. Randal!, Randoleb, Ridgway, Sanford, Simon- 
tor, Slade, T. Smith, Siokeley, Stratton, A. H. H. 
Stuart, J.T. Sivart, Tilinghast, Toland, Tram- 
ball, Underwood, Wallace, T. W Williams, Win- 
throp, *Vcod, Yorke, A. Young, J. Young—#4. 

NAYS—Meesrs. L. W. Andrews, Arno'd, Ather- 
ton, Barton, Breson, Bid'ack, Boyd, A. V. 
Brown, M. Brown, ©. Brown, Buike, W. O. But- 
ier, G. W. Caldwell, W. B. Campbell, T. J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Clifford, Coles, Cross, Das 
nel, G. Davis, Dawsor, Dean, Deberry, Doan; 
Eastman, Etwards, C. A. Floyd, Gerry, Gilmer, 
Gogein, W.O. Goode, Graham, Habersbam, Har- 
ris, Hays,Hopkins, Houck, Hous'on, Habard, Jack, 
W.C. Johnsen, C. Johnson, Keim, J. P. Kennedy, 
Lan?,A. McC! lan, Marchand, Mathews, Medill, 
Meriwether, Milicr, Moore, Newhard, Owsley, 
Payne, Plumer, Pope, Powel!, Preffit, Rayner, 
Reding, Reyno'ds, Rhett, Rigzs, Rodney, Snep- 
perd, Snyder, Soilers, S:aniey, Steenrod, Summers, 
Sweeney, Taliaferro, J. B. Thompson, R. W. 
Thompson, Triplett, Furney, Washington, Wat- 
terson, Weiler, Westbrook, J. W. Williams, L. 
Williams, C. H. Williams, J. L. Williams, 
W 1:e—87. 

Mr. WISE, from the Joint Committee appointed 
to wait oa the President of the United S:ates, and 
inform him that quorams of the two Houses of 
Corgress had a-sembled, and were ready to re- 
ceive any Communication he might think proper to 
make, reported that the commitice had performed 
the duty assigned them, and had been answered by 
the President that he would wake a commanication 
to the two Houses in writing to-morrow, at twelve 
o’clock, meridian. 

On motion by Mr, WIS 8, 

Toe House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Turspay, December 7th, 1841. 

The Senate met at the hourof 12 o’clock. 

Mr. WOODGURY and Mr. PIERCE, of New 
Hampshire. and 

Mr. MANGUM of North Carolina, appeared in 
their seats. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the j-int commit ce on the 
port of the Senate to wai’ upon the Presivent of 
the United Siates, and inform him that Congress 
was organized for business, reported that that daty 
sad been performed, and that the President had in- 
formed the committee he won'd this cay, at 12 
oelock, communicate to both Heuses a niessage in 
Writing. Whereupon 

A mesege from the Peesident of the Uni'ed 
S'ates was received by Ronert Ty.er, eq his pri- 
va‘e secretary. 

Tae CHAIR then communicated to 
the 


the 


mn 


enate 


MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT, 

which was rea’, as fcliows: 

Tv the S na'e ond House of Representatins of the 
United States: 

In coming ‘o-etacr, felow-ei zms, to enter again 
upon the diseharge of the « 
people have 
occasion to rejoice in the 


aves with which the 
, severally, we find great 


ceneral presperity of the 


ch: rgei o 


country. We are in the enjoyment of all the bless- 
ings of civil and re‘igious hberty, with unex: mpled 
means of education, krowled 


and improvement. 


Throvgh the year which is now drawing toa close, 


peace has been in our borders, and plenty in our 
habitations; and although disease has visiied some 
few portions of the land with disiress and mortality, 


yet in general the health of the pecple has been 


preserved, and we aie all called upon, by the high- 
\| est obligations of duty, to renew our thanks and 
| our devotion to our fleavenly Parent, who bas 








4 


eontinned to vouchsafe to us the eminent bi 
which surround us, and who has so signal!y crowned 
the year with his goodn If we tind ourselves 


Increasing, beyondexamp'e, in numbers instrength, 


essings 


in wealth, in knowledge, in every thing which pro- 
motes human and sucia! happiness, Jet us ever re- 
member our dependence, tur all these the pro- 
tection and merciful dispensations of Divine Pre- 
vidence. 

Since your Jas! ac journament, Alexander McLeod 
a British subject, who was indicted for the murder 
ofan American citizen, and whose case has been 
tie subject of a correspondence heretofore commu- 
nicated to you, has been acquitted by the verdict 
of an impartial and intelligent jury, and has, under 
the judgment of the court, been reguiarly discharged. 

Great Britain having made known t Go- 
vernment that the expecition which was fitted out 
from Canada for the desiruction of the steamboat 


Caroline, in the winter of 1837, and whic! 

in the destr@ction of said beat, and in the death of 
an American citizen, was undertaken by order 
emanating from the autheriues of the British Go- 
vernment in Cerada, andcemanding t lischarge 
of McLeod, upon the gronnd that, i caged in 
that expedition, he did but fu'fil the orders of 
Government, b us been answer nthe only 
way in which she could be answered by a Govern- 
men’, the powers of which are distributed ¢ 2 
its sereral Gepar:ments bv 1 

Happily tor the peo} { Great B i wellas 


which 


» De- 


those of the 
an indivi 
fore the courts of e:ther, 
s by the independent ection 
by proceedings equally familiar 
both countries. 

If in Great Britain a power exists 
to cause to be entered a nolle prosequi, 


= eh, . } er 
Unind srates, ine oniy mie » by 


dual, arraigned for a crimiual offer 
| charge, 


uy 


y, and 


ain Nis ¢ 
ine judicia 
ihe courts of 


Can OC 
vo! 


iO 


in the crown 
which is not 


the case with the Executive power of the United 
S:ates upon a prosecution pending tn a S'ate cour!; 
yet there, nO more than here, can tue chief Rxecu- 
live power rescue a prisoner [rom crstody without 


an order of the proper tribunal directing bis dis- 

charge. The precise stage of the preceedings at 

which such order may be mad, is ar tter of mMu- 
n 


nicipal regulation exclusively, and not to be com- 


plained of by any cther Governms In cases 
of this kind, a Government becomes pol tically re- 
sponsible only, when its tribunals of last resort are 


, 


unjust and injurious judg 
To the establish. 


shown to have rendered 


ments in matters not doubtiul. 


ment and elucidation of this principle, no nation 
has lent its authority more efficiently than Great 
Britain. Alexander McLecd having his optic 

either to prosecute a writ of error from the deci- 
sion of the Supreme Ceurt of New York, which 
had been rendered upon his application for a dis- 


charge, to the Supreme Court of the Uniied States 


? 


or to submit his case to the decision of a jury, pre- 
ferred the latter, dceming i the readiest mode of 
obtaining his jiberation; and ihe resuit has fully 
sustained the wisdom of his choice. ‘The manner 
in which the issue submiited was tried, will satisfy 
the English Goverament thai ihe principles of ju - 
tice will never fail to govern the enlightened deci- 
sion of an Anmirrican tribunal. I cannot fail, how- 
however, to siugzest to Congress the propriety, and 


the necessity, of making 


‘ 


.af aS incy may ci 


in some degree 
visions by law, so stitat 
do so, for the removal, at their c ner 
and at the option of the party, of ail such ca 
may hereatter arise, 2! 
faitniul observance 
tional ebligatic: 


uch pro- 
onally 
ment, 


SPS AS 


mime 


Wwhicn may ihvo.ve 
} _ 
aha execuiion ¢ 


from the Siate to the Federal 





Judiciary. This Government, by our institutions, 
is charged with ihe maintenanc: of peace and the 
preservation of amicable re! tions With the nation 
of the earth, an! ought to possess, without ques- 
tion, all the reasonable and proper means of mai n- 
taining the one «nd preservire he : Thilst 
just confitence is felt in the Ju iary ¢ 

yet this Governn ent ought to be competent in it- 
self for the fulfilment of the high duwies which have 
been develved upon it under the organie law, by 


the States themselv: 
In the month of September, a parity 
men from Upper Canada invaded the 


armed 


Ol 


the United States, and forcibly seized upon the 


territory of 
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person of one Grogan, and. under circumstances 
of great harshne hurries ‘I y carried him beyond 
the lim the United S'ates, and delivered him 
upto the authorities of Upper Canada. His im- 
mediate discharge as ordered by those authorities, 


upon the facts of the case being brought to their 
knowledge—a ccurse of procedure which was to 
have been expected from a nation with whom we 
are at peace, and which was not more due to the 
rights ef the United Siates than to its own regard 
for justice. The correspondence which passed be- 
tween the Department of State and the British En- 
voy, Mr. Fox, and with he Governor of Vermont, 
as soon as the facts had been made known to this 


notes 
Wiih 


Department, are her communicated. 
I regret that it is notin my power to makeknown 


to you an egualiy satisfactory conclusion in the 
ease of the Caroline steamer, with the circom- 
stances connected with the destruction of which, 
in December, 1337. by an armed force fitted out 


in the Province of Upper Canada, you are already 
made acquainted. No such atonementas was due 
for the public wrong done to the United States by 


this invasion o! her territory, so whelly irreconcila- 
bie with her rights as an independent power, has 
yet been made. In the view taken by this Go- 
rerament, the inquiry whether the vessel was in 


he employment of those who were prosecuting an 


unauthorized war against that Province, or was 
neeged by the owner in the business of transport- 
ing passengers to and from Navy Island in hopes 
of private gain, which was most probably the 
case, in no degree alters the real question at issue 
between the two Governments. This Govern- 


mentcan never concede to any foreign Govern- 
ment the power, except in a case of the most ur- 
gentand extreme necessity, of invading its terri- 
torv, either to arrest the perso ns or destroy the pro- 
perty of those who may have violated the munici- 


pal laws of such foreign Government, or have 
disregarded their obligations arising under the law 
of nations. The territory of the United States must 
be regarded as sacrediy secure against all such in- 
vasions, until they ‘shall voluntarily acknowledge 
their inability to acquit themselves of their duties 
to others, And in announcing this sentiment, I do 


but affirm 
would be 


a principle which no nation on earth 
nore ready to vindicate, at all hazards, 


than the people and vias ment of Great Britain. 
If, upon a fall iavestigation of all the facts, it 
hall appear that the owner cf the Caroline was 


governed by a hostile intent, or had made com- 
mon cause with those who were in the occupancy 

Navy Island, then, so far as he is concerned, 
there can Le no claim to indemnity for the destruc 
s Government would feel 
secuie—since he wou'd have 


of 
t1on Of Bis DOal, Wiien thi 


itself bound to pre 


ected not only in cercgation ef the rights of Great 
Britain, but in clear violation of the laws of 
the U. ited States; but that is a question which, 
however settle?, In no makwner involves the 
higher consideration of the vio'ation of territorial 
sovereignty and jurisdiction. To recognise it as 


an admissible practice that each government, in 
its turn, upon any sudden and unauthorized out- 
break, which, on a frontier, the extent of which 
renders it impossible for either to have an efficient 
force on every mile of it, and which outbreak, 
therefore, neither may be able to suppress in a day, 
may take vengeance into its own hands, and with- 
out even a remonstrance, and in the absence of 


any pressing or overruling necessity, may invade 
the teriitory of the other, would inevitably lead to 


results equally to be deplored by both. When 
border collisions come to receive the sanction, or 
to be made on the am herity of either Government, 
general war must be the inevitable result. While 
itis the ardent desire of the United States to culti- 
vate the relations of peace with all nations, and to 
fulfilali the duties of good neighborhood towards 
those who posscss territories adjoining their own, 
that very desire would lead them to deny the right 
of any fereign power to invade their boundary with 
an armed force. The correspondence between the 
two Go vernments on this subject, will, ata future 
day of your session, Le submitted to your conside- 
ration; and in the mean time, I cansot but indulge 
ihe hope that the British Government will see the 
propriety of renouncing, as a rule of future action, 





the precedent which has been set in the affair at 
Schlosser. 

1 herewi h submit the correspondence which has 
recently taken place between the American Minis- 
ter at the Court of St. James, Mr. Stevenson, and 
he Minister of Foreign Affairs of that Govern- 
ment, on the right claimed by that Government to 
visit and detain vessels sailing under the American 
flag, and engaged in prosecuting lawful commerce 
in the African seas. Our commercial interests in 
that region have experienced considerable increase, 
and have become an object of much importance, 
and itis the duty of this Government to protect 
them against all improper and vexatious interrup- 
tion. However desirous the Uniied States may be 
for the suppression of the slave trade, they cannot 
consent to interpolations into the maritime code, at 
the mere willand pleasnre of other Governments. 
We deny the right of any such interpolation to 
any one, or all the nations of the carth, without 
ourconsent. We claim to have a voice in all 
amendments or alterations of that code—and when 
we are given to understand, as in this instance, by 
a foreign Government, that its treaties with other 
nations cannot be executed without the establish- 
ment and enforcement cf new principles of mari- 
time polic e, to be applied- without our consent, we 
must employ a language neither of equivocal im- 


port, or sus sceptible of miscenstruction. American 
citizens prosecuting a lawful commerce ia the 
African seas, under the flag cf their country, are 


not responsible for the abuse or unlawful use of 
that flag by others; nor can they rightfully, on ac- 


countot any such alleged abuses, be interrupted, 
molested or detained while on the ocean; and if 


thus molested and detained, while pursuing honest 
voyages, in the usual way, and violating no law 
themselves, they are unquestionably entitled to in- 
demnity. This Government has manifested its re- 
pugnance to the slave trade, in a manner which 
cannot be misunderstood. By its fundamental 
law, it prescribed limits in point of time to its con- 
linnance; and against its own citizens, who might 
so far forzet the rights of humanity as to engage in 
that wicked traffic, it has long since, by its muni- 
cipal laws, cenounced the most condign punish- 
ment. Many of the States composing this Union 
had made appeals to the civilized world for its 
suppression, long before the moral sense of other 
nalions had become shocked by the iniquities of the 
traffic. Whether this Government should now en- 
ter into treaties containing mu‘ual stipulations upon 
this subject, is a question for i's mature delibera- 
tion. Certain it that if the right to detain 
American ships on the high seas can be justified on 
the plea of a necessity for such detention, arising 
out of the existence of treaties between other na- 
lions, the same plea may be extended and enlarged 
by the new stipulations of new treaties, to which 
the United States may not bea party. This Go- 
vernment wiil not cease to arge upon that of Great 
Britain full and emple remuneration {for all losses, 
waether arising from detention or otherwise, to 
which American citizens have heretofore been, or 
may hereafter be subjected, by the exercise of rights 
which this Government cannot recognise as legiti- 
mate and proper. Nor will I indulge a doubt but 
that the sense of justice of Great Britain will con- 
strain her to make retribution for any wrong, or 
loss, whieh any American citizen, engaged in the 
prosecution of lawful commerce, may have expe- 
tienced at the hand of her cruisers, or other public 
authorities. This Government, at the same time, 
will relax no effort to prevent its citizens, if there 
be any so dispose}, from prosecuting a traffic so 
evolting to the feelings of humanity. It seeks to 
do no more than to protect the fair and honest tra- 
der from molestation and injury ; but while the 
enerprising mariner, engaged in the pursuit of an 
honorable trade, is entitled to its protection, it will 

i with condign punishment others of an oppo- 
site character. 

I invite your attenjion to existing Jaws for the 
suppression of the African slave-trade, and recom- 
mend all such alteration, as may give to them 
greater force and efficacy. Thatthe American flag 
is grossly abused by the abandoned and profligate 
of other nations, is but too probable. Congress 
has, not long singe, had this subject under its con- 


is, 
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sideration, and its importance well justifies renew- 
ed and anxious attention. 

I also communicate herewith the copy of a cor- 
respondence betweea Mr. Stevenson and Lord Pal- 
merstop, upon the subject, so interesting to several 
of the Southern States, of the rice duties, which 
resulted honorably to the justice of Great Britain, 
and advantageously to the United S ales. 

At the opening of the last annual session, the 
President informed Congress of the progress which 
had then been made in negotialing a convention 
between this Government and that of England, 
with a view to the final settlement of the question 
of the boundary beiween the territorial limi of the 
two countries. I regret to say that litle further 
advancement of the object has been accomplished 
since last year; but this is owing to circumstances no 
way indicative of any abatement of the cesire of 
both parties to hasten the negotiation to its ccnclu- 
sion, and to settle the question in dispute as early 
as possible. In the course of the session, it is my 
hope to be able to announce some further degree 
of progress towards ihe accomplishment of this 
highly desirable end. 

The commission appointed by this Government 
for the exploration and survey of the line of boun- 
dary separating the States of Maine and New 
Hampshire fiom the conterminous British Pro- 
vinces is, it is believed, about te close its field la- 


bors, and is expected soon to report the results of 


ils examinations to the Department of Siate. The 
report, when received, will be .aid before Con- 
gress. 

The failure on the part of Spain to pay, with 
punctuality, the interest due under the Convention 
of 1834, for the settiement of claims between the 
two countries, has mace it the duty of the Execu- 
tive to call the particular attention of that Govern- 
ment to the subject. A disposition has heen ma- 
nifested by it, which is believed to be entirely sin- 
cere, to fulfil its obligations, in this respect, so soon 
as its internal condition and the siate of its finances 
will permit. An arrangement is in progress, from 
the result of which, it is trusted that those of our 
citizens who have claims under the Convention, 
will, at no distant day, receive the stipulated pay- 
ments. 

A Treaty of Commerce and Navigation with 
Belgium was concluded and signed at Washington 
on the 29ih March, 1340, and was duly sanctioned 
by the Senate of the United States. ‘Fhe treaty 
was ratified by His Belgian Maje:ty, but did not 
receive the approbation of the Belgian Caambers 
within the time limited by ils te:ms, and has, 
therefore, become void. 

This occurrence assumes the graver aspect from 
the consideration ihat, in 1833, a treaty negotiated 
between the two Governments, and ratified on the 
part of the United States, failed to be ratified oa 
the partof Belgium. The Representative of that 
Government, at Washisgton, informs the Depart- 
ment of State that hehas been instrucied to give 
explanations of the causes which occasioned delay 
iu the approval of the late Treaty by the Legisla- 
ture, and to expsess the regret of the King at the 
occurrence. 

The jointcommission under the Convention with 
Texas, to ascertain the true boundary between the 
two countries, has concluded its labors; but the 
final report of the commissioner. of the United 
States has not been received. It is understood, 
however, that the meridian line, as traced by the 
commission, lies somewhat farther East ihan the 
position hitherto gencrally assigned to it, and, 
consequently, includes in Texas some part of the 
territory which had been considered as belouging 
to the States of Louisiana ard Arkansas. 

The United Siates cannot but take a deep inte- 
rest in whatever rela es to this young, but growing 
Republic. Settled principally by emigran's from 
the United States, we have the happiness to know, 
that ihe great principles of civil liberty are there 
destined to flourish, under wise institutions and 
wholesome laws; and that, through its example, 
anetber evidence is to be afforded of the Capacity 
of popular institutions to advance the prosperity, 
happiness, and permanent giory of the human 
race. The great truth, that government was made 


for the people, and not the ppople for government’, 


| greatly deplored, 2s neces 





| that it is hoped, 


| and men who have been eng 





| peace. Our 


| ercise of acts of benevolence and kindness. 











has already been established in the pracuce and 
by the ex:mple of these United Siates; and we 
can do no other than co eee its further ex- 
emplification by a sister Republic, wich the deepest 
interest. 

Oar relations with the independent States of this 
hemisphere, formerly under the dominion of Spain, 
have notundergone any material change within 
the present year. The incessant sanguinaty con- 
flicts in, or between, those countries, are to be 
arily tending to disable 
them from performing their dutiesas members of 


the community of nations, and rising to the destiny 


which the position and natural resources of many 
of them might lead them jusily to anticipate, as 
constan'ly giving occasion, alse, cirectly or inci- 
rectly, for complaints cn the part of our citizens 
who resort thither for purposes of co —— in- 


tercourse, and as retarding reparation for wrongs 


| already commitied, some of which are we no means 
| of recent date. 


The failure of the Congress of Ecuador to hold 
a Session, at the time appointed for that purpose, in 
January last, will probably render abortive a 
treaty of commerce wilh tha! Republic, which was 
signed at Quito on the 13th of June, 1839, and 
had been duly ratified on our part, buat which re- 
quired the approbation of that body, frior to its 
ratification by the Ecuadorian Executive. 

A convention which has been concluded with 
the Republic of Peru, providing for the settlement 
of certain claims of citizens of the United States, 
upon the Government of that Republic, will be 
duly submitted to the Senate. 

The claims of our citizens against the 
Government, origivating from captures, 


Brazilisn 
and oiher 


causes, are still unsatisfied. The Unitéd States 
have, however, so uniformly shown a disposiien 
to cultivate relations of amity with that Innire, 


the unequivocal tokess o¢ ihe same 
spirit towards us, which an adjustment of the af- 
fairs referreu to would — will be given with- 
out further avoidable dela 

The war with the Indi a tribes on the peninsula 
of Fiorida has, during the last summer and fall, 
been prosecuted with untiring activity and zeal. 


A summer c?mpaign was rcsolved upon as the best 


roode of bringing ittoa close. Our brave officers 
aged in that service, 
have suffered toi!s and privations, and exhibited 
ah energy, which, in any other war, would have 
won for them unfading laure!s. In desnite of ihe 
sickness incident to the climate, they have pen: 
trated the fasinesses of the Indiaus, broken up 
their encampments, and harassed them uncea- 
singly. Numbe rs have been captured, and still 
greater numbers have s surrendered, and have been 
transported to join their brethren on the lands else- 
where allotted to them by the Government—and a 
strong hope is entertained that, under the conduct 
of the gallant officer at the bead of the troops in 
Florida, that troublesome and expensive 





t War | 
destine: { to a sp edy termination. W ail the 
| cther Indian tribes we are enjoying the blessings of 


duty, as well as our best interests, 
prompt us to observe, in all our intercourse with 
them, fidelity in fulfilling our engagements, the 
practice of strict justice, #s weil as the constant ex- 

These 
are the great instruments of Givilization, and 
through the use of them alone,can the ee 
child of the forest be induced to listen to its teach- 
10¢gs. 

The Seerctary of State,on whom the aets of 
Congress have devoived the duty of directing the 
proceedings for the taking of theS xth Census, or 
enumerationof the inhabitanisof the United States, 
wili report to the two Houses the progress of that 
work. The enumeration of persons has been com- 
pleted, and exhibits a grand total of 17,069,453; 
making an inerease over the Census of 1830 ot 
4202 646 inhabitants, and showing a gain ina 
ratio exceeding 324 per cent. for the last ten years. 

From the report of the Secretary of the Treacu- 
ry, you will be informed of the condition of the 
financcs The balance in the Treasury on the 
first of January last, as stated in the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, submit! oa to Congre: 
at the Exira Session, was $987,345 03. The re- 





celpis into the Dreasury, during the first turee 
quarters ot oo year, from all sources, ameunt to 
$23 467.072 52. The estimated receipts for the 
jourth quarter amount to $6,943,095 25, amount- 
ing to $39,410,167 77; and making, with the ba- 
lance ia the Treasury, on the first of January last, 
$31,397,512 80. Tne expenditures for the first 
three quarters of this year smount to $24,734,- 
3 346 97. The expenditar es fi r the fourth quarter, 
7 290,723 73—thus 
més ae a 4 total of $39,025,070 70; and leaving a 
deficit to be provided for, on the first of January 
next, of about $627,557 90. 

Of the loan of $12,000,000, which was autho- 
rized by Congress at its late session, only $5,432,- 
726 83*have been negotiated. The shoriness of 
ime which it had to run has presented no inconsi- 
derable impediment in the way of its being taken 
by capitalists at home, while the same cause would 
have operated with much greater force in the fo- 
reizo market. For that reason the foreign market 
has not been resorted to; and it is now submitted, 
wheiher it would not be advisable to amend the 
law by making what remains undisposed of, pay- 
able ata more distant day. 

Should it be necessary, in any view that Con- 
gress may take of the subject, to revise the existing 
tariff of duties, 1 beg leave to say, that, in the per- 
formance of that most delicate operation, moderate 
connsels would seem to be the wisest. The Go- 
vernment under which it is our happiness to live, 
owes its existence to the spiri: of compromise 
which prevailed among its framers—jarring and 
discordant opinions could only have been recon- 
ciled by that noble spirit of patriotism, which 
prompted conciliation, and resulted in harmony. 
In the same spirit the Compromise bill, as it is 
commonly called, was adopted at the session of 
1833. While the peopte of no portion of the 
Union will ever hesitate to pay all necessary 
taxes for the support of Government, yet an in- 
nate repugnance exists, to the imposition of bur- 
thens not really necessary for that object. In im- 
posing duties, however, ior the purposes of reve~- 
nue, aright to di.criminate as to the articles on 
which the duty shal! be laid, as wellas the amount, 
necessarily and most properly exists. Otherwise 
= Government wox!d be placed in the condition 

i having to levy the same duties upon all arti- 
prt , the produ.tive, as well as the unproductive. 
The slightest duty upon some, might have the 
effect of causing their importation to cease, 
whereas others entering extensively into the con- 
sumption of the country, might bear the heaviest, 
without avy sensible diminution in the amount im- 
ported al-o the Government may be justified 
g, by refrence to other consi- 
deraiions of domestic policy connected with our 
manufactures. So long as the duties shall be laid 
with distinct reference to the wants of the Trea- 
sury, no well-fonnded objection can exist against 
them. it might be esteemed desirable that no such 
auginentation of th should take place as 

the effect of 3 unniling the land pro- 
ceeds distribution act of the jast @ession, which act 
is declared io be inoperative the moment the duues 
are incr’ased beyond 20 per cent. the maximum 
rate established by the Compromise act. Some of 
ihe provisions of the Compromise act, which will 
go into effect on the 30th day of June next, may, 
however, be found execeelingly inconvenient in 
practice, under any regulations that Congress may 
acopt. ILreier more particularly to that relating to 
the home vaiuation. A difference in value of the 
‘ame articles to some extent, will, necessarily, 
exisc at different port.—but that is altogether in- 
significant, when compared with the conflicts ia 
valualon, which are likely to arise, irom the dif- 
ferences of opision among the numerous apprais- 
ers cf merchandise. In many instances the esti- 
mates of value must be conjectural, and thus as 
many different rates of value may be established as 
there are appraisers. ‘These differences in valua- 
tion may a'so be increased by the inclination, 
which, without the siighiest imputation on their 
honesty, may arise Oa the part of the appraisers in 
favor cf their respective ports of entry. I recom- 
mend this whole subject to the consideration of 
Congress, with a single additional remark, Cer 
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iainty and permanency in any 
mental porcy 


system of govern- 
ire, in all respects, eminenily desi- 
rable; but more paricularly is this «ue in all that 
alfects trade and commerce, the operations of 
which depend much mere on the certainty of their 
returns, and which embrace distant 
piriods uf ume, than on bigh bounties, or duties, 
which ate liable to constant fluc'uations. 
At your late session, I 

the condition of the 
urged the neecessi:y 
Were consistent v 
of the 


Caica ations 


invited your attention to 
wurrency and exchanges, 
of acopting such measares a 
tip the con Ututional competency 
Government, in correct the un- 
soundne.s of the one, avd as far as practicable tre 
lnequalittes of the other. No country can be in the 
enjoyment of i's full measure of prosperiiy, with- 
oul the presence of a medium of exchange ap- 
proximating to uniformity of value. What is ne- 
cessary as between the different nations of the 
earth, is aiso important as between the inhabitants 
of different parts of the same country; with the 
first, the precious metals constitute the chief me- 
dium of circulation, and such also would be the 
care as to the jast, but for inventions compara- 


4 
and 


oreer to 


lively modern, which have furni-hed, in place of 


gold and silver, a paper circulation. I do not 
propose to enter intoa comparative analysis of 


the merits of the two systems. Such belonged 


\ 
| 


more properly to the period of the intredection of | 


the paper system. The speculative philosopher 
might find inducements to prosecute the inquiry, 
but his researches could only lead him to copelude 
that the paper sys'em had probably better never 
have been introduced, and that society might have 
been much happier without it. The practical 
Statesman has a very different task to perform. 
He has to look at things as they are—to take 
them as he finds them—to supply deficicneies, and 
to prune excesses as far asin him lies. Tne task 
of furnishing a corrective for derangements of the 
paper medium with us, is almost inexpressibly 
great. The power exerted by the States to charier 
banking corporations, and which, having been car- 
ried to a great excess, hes filled the country with, in 
most of the States, an irredeemable paper medium, 
is an an evil which, in some way or other, re- 
quires a corrective. The rates at which bills of 
exchange are negotiated between different parts of 
the country, furnish an index of the value of the 
local substitute for gold and silver, which is, in 
many parts, so {ar depreciated as not to be re- 
ceived, except at a Jarge discount, in payment of 
debts, or in the purchase of produce. It could ear- 
nestly be desired thatevery ban, not possessing 
the means of resumption, should follow the cxam- 
ple of the late United States Bank of Pennsylvania, 
and go into liquidation, rather than by refusing to 
do so, to continue embarrassments in the way of 
solvent institutions, thereby augmenting the diffi- 
culties incident to the present condition of things. 
Whether this Government, with due regard to the 
rights of the Siates, has any power to constrain the 
banks, either to resume specie payments or to force 
them into liquidation, is an inquiry «hich will not 
fail to claim your consideration. In view of the 
great advantages which are allowed the corpora- 
tors, no! among the least of which is the authority 
contained in most of their charters, to make loans 
to three times the amount of their capital, thereby 
often deriving three times as much interest on the 
same amount of money as any individual is per- 
mitied by law to receive, no sufficient apology can 
be urged for a long continued suspensic n of specie 
payments. Such suspension is productive of the 
greatest detriment to the public, by expelling from 
circulation the precious metals, and seriously ha- 
zarding the success of any effort that this Govern- 
ment can make, to increase commercial facilities, 
and to advance the public interests. 

This is the more to be regreited, and the indis- 
pensable necessity for a sound currency becomes 
the more manifest, when we reflect on the vast 
amount of the internal commerce of the country. 
Of this we have no statistics, nor just data for 
forming adequate opinions. But there can be no 
doubt but that the amount of transportation coast- 
wise by sea, and the transportation inland by rail- 
roads and canals, and by steamboats and other 
mods of conveyance, over the surface of our vast 


ces anne 





) rivers and immense lakes, and the value of pro- 

perty carried and interchanged by these means, 
{orm a general aggregate to which the foreign com- 

merce of the country, large as it is, makes but a 

| distant approach, 

| In the absence of any controlling power over this 

| 





subject, which by forcing a general resumption of 
specie payments would at once have the etlect of 
restoring a sound medium of exchange, and would 
leave to the country but little to desire, what mea. 
sure of relief, faliing within the limits of our con- 
stitutional competency, does it become this Go- 
vernmen!to adopt?) It was my painful duty at 
your last session, under the weight of most solemn 
obligations, to differ with Congress on the mea- 
sures which it proposed for my approval, and 
which it doubtless regarded as corrective of exist- 
ing evils. Subsequent reflection, and events since 
uccurring, have only served to confirm me in the 
opinions then entertained, and frankly expressed. 

I must be permitted to add, that no scheme of 
Governmental policy, unaided by individual exer- 
tions, can be available for ameliorating the present 
condition of things. Commercial modes of ex- 
change and a good currency, are but the necessary 
means of commerce and intercourse, not the direct 
productive sources of wealth. Wealth can only 
be accumulated by the earnings of indus'ry and 
the savings of frugality; and nothing can be more 
il!-judged than to look to facilities in borrowing, 
or to a redundant circulation, for the power of dis- 
charging pecuniary obligations. The country is 
full of resources and the people full of energy, and 
the great and permanent remedy for present em- 
barrassments must be sought in industry, eco- 
nomy, the observance of good faith, and the favo- 
rable influence of time. 

In pursuance of a pledge given to you in my 
last message to Congress, which pledge I urge as 
an apology for adventuring to present you the de- 
tails of any plan, the Secretary of the Treasury 
will be ready to submit to you, should you require 
jt, a plan of finance which, while it throws around 
the public treasure reasonable guards for its pro- 
tection, and rests on powers acknowledged in prac- 
tice to exist from the origin of the Government, 
wil', at the same time, furnish to the country a 
sound paper med.um, and afford all reasonable fa- 
cilities for regulating the exchanges. When sub- 
mitted, you will perceive in it a plan amendatory 
of the existing laws in relation to the Treasury 
Department—subordinate in all respects to the will 
of Congress direcily, and the will of the people in- 
directly—self-sustaining, should it be found in prac- 
tice to realize its promises in theory, and repeala- 
ble at the pleasure of Congress. It proposes by 
effectual restraints, and by invoking the true spirit 
of our institutions, to separate the purse from the 
sword; or more properly to speak, denies any 
other control to the President over the agents who 
may be selected to carry it into execution, but what 
may be indispensably necessary to secure the fide- 
lity of such agents; and, by wise regulations, keeps 
plainly apart from each other private and public 
funds. It contemplates the establishment of a 
Board of Control at the seat of Government, with 
agencies al prominent commercial peints, or where- 
ver else Congress shail direct, for the safekeeping 
and disbursement of the public moneys, and asub- 
stitution, at the option of the public creditor, of 
Treasury notes, in liea of gold and silver. It pro- 
poses to limit the issues to an amount not to ex- 
ceed $15,000,000—without the express sarction of 
the Legislative power. It also authorizes the re- 
ceipt of individual deposites of gold and silver toa 
limited amount, and the granting certificates of de- 
posite, divided into such sums as may be called for 
by the depositors. It proceecsa step further, and 
authorizes the purchase and sale of domestic bills 
and drafts, resting on a rea! and substantial basis, 
payable at sight, or having but a short time to run, 
acd drawn on places not less than one hundred 
miles apart—which authority, except in so far as 
may be necessary for Government purposes exclu- 
sively, is only to be exerted upon the express con- 
dition, that its exercise shall not be prchibited by 
ihe State in which the agency is situated. 

In order to cover the expenses incident to the 
plan, it will be authorized to receive moderate pre- 


miums for certificates issued on deposites, and on 
bil's bought and sold, and thus, as far as its deal- 
ings extend, to furnish facilities to commercial in- 
ercourse at the lowest possible rates, and to sub- 
duct from the earnings of industry the least possible 
sum. It uses the S'ate banks at a distance trom the 
agenties as auxiliaries, without imparting any 
power to trade inits name. It is subjected to such 
guards and restraints as have appeared to be neces- 
sary. lt is the creature of law, and exists only at 
the pleasure of the legisiaiure. It is made to rest 
on an actual specie basis, in order to redeem 
the notes at the places of issue—produces no dan- 
gerous redundancy of circulation—affords no 
temptation to speculation—is attended by no infla- 
tion of prices—is equable in its opera'tion—makes 
the Treasury notes, which it may vse along with 
the certificates of deposite, and the notes of specie- 
paying banks, convertible at the place where col- 
lected, receivable in payment of Government dues; 
and, withont violating any principle of the Con- 
stitution, affords the Government and the people 
such facilities as are called for by the wants of 
both. Sach, it has appeared to me, are ils recom- 
mendations, and in view of them it will be submit- 
ted, whenever you may require it, to your conside- 
ration. 

I am not able to perceive that any fair and can- 
did objection can be urged against the plan, the 
principal outlines of which | have thus presented. 
I cannot doubt but that the notes which it proposes 
to furnish, at the voluntary option of the public 
creditor, issued in lieu of the revenue and its certi- 
ficates of deposite, will be maintained at an cqua- 
lity with gold and silver every where. They are 
redeemable in gold an:{ silver on demand, at the 
places of issue. They are receivable every where 
in payment of Government dues. The Treasury 
no‘es are limited to an arsount of one-fourth less 
than the estimated annual receipts of the Treasury; 
and in addition, they rest upon the faith of the Go- 
vernment for their redemption. If all these assu- 
ralices are not sufficient to make them available, 
then the idea, as it seems to me, of furnishing a 
sound peper medium of exchanges, may be entirely 
abandoned. 

If a fear be indulged that the Government may 
be tempted to run into excess in its issues at any 
future day, it seems to me that no such apprehen- 
sion can reasonably be entertained, until a!l confi- 
dence in the representatives of the States and of 
the people, as well as of the people themselves, 
shall be lost. The weightiest considerations of po- 
licy require that the restraints now proposed to be 
thrown around the measure should not, for light 
causes, be removed. To argue against any pro- 
posed plan its liability to possible abuse, is to re- 
ject every expedient, since every thing dependent 
on buman action is liable to abuse. Fifteen mil- 
lions of Treasury notes may be issued as the mazr- 
imum, but a discretionary power 1s to be given to 
the Board of Contro!, under that sum, and every 
consideration will unite in leading them to feel 
their way with caution. For the eight first years of 
the existence of the late Bank of the United Siates, 
its circulation barely exceeded $4,000,000; aac fer 
five of its most prosperous years, it was about equal 
to $16,000,000. Farthermore, the authority given 
to receive private deposites toa limited amount, 
and to issue certificates in such sums as may be 
called for by the depositors, may so far fill up the 
channels of circulation as greatly to diminish the 
necessity cf any considerable issue of Treasury 
notes. A restraint upon the amount of private de- 
posites has seemed to be indispensably necessary, 
from an apprehension, thought to be well founded, 
that in any emergency of trade, confidence might 
be so far shaken in the banks as to induce a with- 
drawal from them of private deposites,Jwith a view 
to ensure their unquestionable safety when depo- 
sited with the Government, which might prove 
eminently disastrous to the State banks. Is it ob- 
jected ihat it is proposed to authorize the agencies 
to deal in bills of exchange? It is answered that 
such dealings are to be carried on at the lowest pos- 
sible premium—are made to rest on an unquestion- 
atly sound basis—are designed to reimburse merely 
the expenses which would otherwise devolve upon 
the Treasury, and are in strict subordination to the 
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decision of the Sapreme Court, in the case of the 
Bank of Augusta against Earle, and other reported 
cases, and thereby avoids ail conflict with Siate ju- 
risdiction, which I hold to be indispensably requi- 


Site. It leaves the banking | of the 
States without interference—looks to the Treazu- 
ry and the Union—and, while furnishing every 
tacility to the eee, 1 is gn of the interests of the 
last. But above all, itis ¢ reate d by law, is amend- 
able ay law, and i is re pealable by law; and we d- 
ded asLamto no theory, but Jooling solely to 
the advancement of the public good, i shall te 
amongst the very first te urge its repeal, if it be 
found not to subserve the purposes and objects for 
which it may be created. Nor wiil the plan be 
submitted in any overweening confidence in the 
sufficiency of my own judgment, but with much 


greater reliance on the wisdom and patriotism of 
Congress. I cannot abandon this subject with- 
out urging upon you, in the most emphatic man- 
ner, whatever may be your action on the sugges- 
tions which I have felt it to be my duty to submit, 
to relieve the Chief Executive Magistrate by any 
and all constitutional means, from a controlling 
power over the public Treasury. If, in the plan 
proposed, should you deem it worthy of your con- 
sideration, that separation is not as complete es 
you may ‘desire, you will, doubtless, amend it in 
that particular. For myself, I disclaim all desire 
to have any control over the public moneys, other 
than what is indispensably necessary, to execute 
the laws which you may pass. 


Nor can I fail to advert in this connection, to the 
debts which many of the Staitesof the Union have 
contracted abroad, and under which they continue 
tolabor. That indebiedness amounts to asum not 
less than $209,000,000, and which has been retri- 
buted to them, tor the most pari, in works of inter- 
nal improvement, which are cestined to'prove of 
vast importance in ultimately alvaucing their 
prosperity and wealih. For the debts thus contract- 
ed, the States are alone responsible. I can do no 
more than express the belief thateach Staie will 
feel itself bouad by every consideration of honor, 
as well as of interest, io meet iis engagements with 
punctuality. The failure, however, of any one 
State todo so, should in no degree affect the cre- 
dit of the rest; and the foreign capitalists will 
have us just cause toexperience a'arm as to all 
other State stocks, because any one or more of the 
Siates may neglect to provide with punctuality the 
means of redeeming their engagements. Even 
such States, should there beany, cousidering the 
great rapidity with which their resources are de- 
veloping themselves, will not fail to have the 
means, al no very distant day,to redecm their obli- 
gations to the uttermost iarthing; nor will I 
doubt bui that in view of that honorable conduct 
which has evermore governed the States, and 
the peuple of this Union, they will each and ail 
resort to every’legitimaie expedient, before they 
will forego a faithful compliance with their obli- 
gations. 

From the report ofthe Secretary of War, and 
other reports accompanying it, you wil be in- 
formed of the progress which has been made in the 
fortifications designed {or the protection of our 
principal cities, roadsteads, and inland frontier, 
during the present year; together with their true 
state and condition. ‘They will be prosecuted to 
completion with all the expedition which the 
means placed by Congress at the disposal of the 
Exccative will allow. 


I recommend particularly to your consideration 
that portion of the Secretary’s report which pro- 
poses the establishment of a chain of military posts 
from Council Bluffsto some point on the Pacific 
Ocean, within our limits. The benefit thereby 
destined to accrue to our citizens engaged in the 
fur trade, over that wilderness region, added to the 
importance of cultivating friendly relations with 
savage tribes inhabiting it, end at the same time of 
giving protection to our frontier settlements, and of 
establishing the means of safe intercourse between 
the American settlements at the mouth of the Co- 
lumbia river, and those on this side of the Rocky 
Mountains, would seem to suggest the importance 
of carrying into effect the recommendations upon 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











this head wiih as little deley as may be practi- 
cable. 

The report of the Secretary of the Navy, will 
place you in possession of the pieseat coadiiton of 
that important arm of the national defence. Every 
effort will be made to add ta its efficiency, and I 
cannot too strongly urge upon you, liberai appro- 


priations to that branch of the public serviee. In- 


ducements of the weightiest 


character exisi for the 
adoptien of this courseof policy. Our extended 
and otherwise exposed maruime frontier, calls for 
prot cto) ee the furpis Mn? ol Wi ch an efficient 
naval force is 1odispensable. We | to no fo 
reign conquests, nor do propo iter into 
competition with any other nauion for supremacy 
on the ocvan—but it is due not only to the honor, 
but to the security of the people of the United 


S.ates, that no nationshould be permi it 
vade our waters at pleasure, and subject our towns 
and villages to conflagration or pillage. Economy 
in all branchesof the public service, is due from 
all the public agents to the peo ple—but parsimony 
alone would suggest the withholding of the neces- 
sary means, for the protection of our domestic fire- 
sides from invasion, and our national honor from 
disgrace. I would most earnestly recommend to 
Congress, to abstain from ail appropriations for 
objects not absoluiely necessary; but I take upon 
myself, without a moment of hesitancy, all the re- 
sponsibility of recommending the increase and 
prompt equipment of that gallant Navy, which has 
lighted up every sea with its victories, and spread 
an imperishable glory over the country. 

The report of the Postmaster General wi!! claim 
your particular attention, not only because of the 
valuable sugges'ions which it contains, but be- 
cause of the great importance which, at Z times, 
attaches to that interesting branch of the public 
service. ‘The inereased expense of tanspo 
the mail along the principa! routes, nece sarily 
claims the public attention, and has awakened a 
corresponding solicitude on the part of the Govern- 
ment. The transmission of the mail must keep 
pace with those facilities of intercommunication 
which are every day becoming greater through the 
building of railroads, and the application of steam 
power—but it cannot be disguised that, in order to 
do so, the Post Office Department is subjected t 
heavy exactions. The lines of communica‘ion ie. 
tween distant parts of the Unaion, are to a great 
extent, occupied by railroads, which, in the natu: 
of things, po-sess a complete mononoly, and the 
Department is therefore liable to heavy and un- 
reasonabl2 charges. This evil is destined to gieat 
increase in fulure, and some timely raeasure may 
become necessary to guard against it. 

_I feel it my duty to bring under your con 

ob a practice which has grown up in the adn 
shales of the Government, and which, Tam te eply 
convinced, onght to be corrected. FL atlude to the 
exercise of the power, which usage, rather than 
reason, has vested in the President, of removing 
incumbents from office, in order to sabstitute 
others more in favor with the dominant party. 
My own conduct, in this respect, has been go- 
verned by aconscienticus purpose to exercise the 
removing power, only in cases of unfaithfulness or 
inability, or in those in which its exercise ee 
necessary, in order to discounienance and suppres 
that spirit of active partisanship on the part of 
holders of office, which not only withdraws them 
from the steady and impartial discharge of their 
official duties, but exerts an undue and injari ious 
influence over elections, and degrades the cha- 
racter of the Government ee inasmuch as it ex- 
hibits the Chief Magistrate, as 
through his agents, in the secret plot 
ings of political parties. 

In respect to the exercise of 
should be ieft ts discretion, 
regulaton by law; snditis of hgh 1 


ring 


dera- 


Linis- 


oe : eee 
being a pat ’ 


> cr open worlk- 


this power, nc hi: 





which may sarcly 


apc rial ce io 





restrain, as far as possible, the stimulus « : perso- 
nal interests in pu iblie elections. Considering th» 
great increase which has been made in ab ic of- 








fices, in the last quarter of a century, and the pro- 
bability of further increase, we incur the hazard of 


witnessing violent political cont: directed too 
often to the single object ol es cflice, by 
those who are in, or obtaining i', by those wao are 


~~ 


Under the influence of 
shall cordially concur in 
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oat. these convictions, I 
any constitutional mea- 


{ by regulaiing, restraining, 


tue power of removal. 

I poest for your considera ion the proprieiy of 
mating, without fu ther ¢ elay, some specific appli- 
cating of the funds derived under the will of Mr. 
S.cithsoa of England, for the diffusion of know- 
ledge, and which have, heretofore, been vested in 
lubiie stocks, until such time as Congress should 
think proper to give them a specific direction. 
Nor wil! you, 1 feel confident, permit any abate- 
men principe! o racy to be made, 

1 j nout th tocks, 1n which the ‘in- 
vestmer ay n made, have undergone a de- 


In conclusion, | 


resis of th 


commend to your care the inte- 
s District, fer which you are the exclu- 


sive iegisla tors. Considering that this cily is the 
residence of the Government, and, for a large part 
of the year, of Congress, and considering, also, 


the great cost of the public buildings, and the pro- 
priety of affording them at all times careful pro- 
tection, it seems not unreasonable that Congress 
should contribate towards the exnenses of an effi- 
cient police. JOHN TYLER. 

WasHineton, December 7, 1841. 

The message having been read, 

Mr. MAN3UM moved that the message and 
accompanying document; be laid on the table and 
printed. 

Agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved that 1,500 eo- 
pies of the message with the accompany ing docu- 
ments, and 3,500 without the decumeats, be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON observed that he conld not recon- 
cile it to himself to let the resolution pass without 
meking afew remarks on that part of the mes:eg2 
which related to the new Fiscal Agent. Lookgng 
at that feature of it, as read, he perceived that the 
President gave an outline of ‘h Ss plan, leaving it to 
the Secretary of the Treasury to furnish the 
details in his report. He (Mr. Benron) ap- 
prehended that nothing in those details could 
reconcile him tothe project, or inany manner 
met his approbation. ‘There were two main points 
presented in the p'an, to which he never could 
agree—both being wholly unuconstitational and 
dangerous. One was that of emitting bills of credit, 
Or issuing a treasury currency. Congress had no 
constitutional authority to issue paper money, or 
emit Federal biils of credit; aud the other fea- 
ture is to authoriz2 this Government to deal 
in exchanges. The proposition to issue bills of 
credit, when under consideration at the formation 


of the Constitulion, was struck out with the ex- 
pre view of making this Government a hard 
money Government—not capable of recognising 


any other than a specie currency—a currency of 
gold and silver—a currency known and va- 
lued, and equaily understood by every one. 
But he re isa proposition to do what was expressly 
refused to be allowed by the framers of the Consti- 
tulion—to exercise a power not Miy not granted 
to Congress, but a power expressly denied. The 


ne xt proposition is to authorize the Federal Go- 

nment to deal in and regulate exchanges, 
a to furnish exchange to merchants. This 
is a hew invention—a modern idea of 
the power. of this Government, invented by 
Mr. Biddle, to help out a National Bank. Much 


as General Hamilton was in favor of paper money, 
he never went lengin of recommending Go- 
vernment b Ils ot credit, or dealings in exchange 


by the Uni ted Siates ‘Treasury. The /athers of the 


ihe 


chure’, Macon, and John Randolph, and others, 
called this a hard money Government: they ob- 
jecied to bank paper; but here is Government 
paper; and lat gocs beyond Hamilton, much 
ashe was in faver of the papersystem. The 
whole scheme makirg this Government a re- 
culator of exchange——< der in exchange—a fur- 
misher of exchenge—is absurd, unconstitutional, 
and pernicious, and is a new thirg under the 

in. 

oN ow he, (Mr. Benron) objected to this Govern- 


ment becomibg a setier ol 


try, for which there is 


exchange to the coun- 
no more authority than 
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there 1s jor its lurnishing trausporlauun ol g ods 
or country produce. There is not a_ word 
in the Constitution to authorize it—not a 
word to be found justifying the assumption. 
The word exchange is not in the Constitution. 
What does this message propose? Congress 
is called upon to establish a Board with 
agencies, tur the purpose of furnishing the 
country with exchanges. Why should not Con- 


gress be also called on to furnish that pertion 
of the community engaged in commerce with fa- 
cilities for transporting merchandise? The propo- 
sition is one of the most pernicious natur, and 


such as must lead to the most dang.rous conse- 
quences if adopted. 

The British debt began in tha time of Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, on issues of exchequer bills—by 
which system the British nation has been cheated, 
and plunged irretrievably in debt to the amount ot 
nine hundred milllons of pound The proposition 
that the Government shouid become the issuer of 
exchequer notes, is one borrowed from the sys'em 
introduced in England by Sir Robert Waipole, 
whose Whig administration was nothing 
but a high Tory admiuistration of Queen 
Anne. He (Mr. Benron) had much to say 
on this subject, but this was not the time for 
entering at large into it. This perhaps was 
not the proper occasion to say more; nor would 
it, he (Mr. Benron) considered, be treating 
the President of the Uaited States with pro- 
per respect to enter upon a premature discus- 
sion. He (Mr. Benton) could not, however, in 
justice to bimself, allow this resolution to pass with- 
out stating his objections to two such obnoxious 
features of the proposed fiscality, locking, as he 
did, upon the whole thing as cne calculated to 
destroy the whole structure of the Government, 
to change ii from the hard money it was intended 
to be, to the paper money Government it wa 
intended not to be, and to mix it up with trade, 
which no one ever dreamed of. He (Mr. Benton) 
had on another occasion stated that this Adminis- 
tration would go back not only to the Federal 
times of °98, but to the times of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole and Queen Anne, and the evidence is now 
before us. 

He (Mr. Benron) had only said a few words 
on this occasion, becanse he could not let the pro- 
position to sanciion bills of credit go without taking 
the very earliest opportunity of expressing 
his disapprobation, and denouncing a system 
calculated to produce the same results which had 
raised the unfunded debt of Great Britain from 
twenty-one millions to nine hundred millions of 
pounds. Heshould avail himself of the first ap- 
propriate opportunity to maintain the ground 
he had assumed as to the identity of this po- 
licy with that of Walpole, by argument and refe- 
rences, that this plan of the President’s was utterly 
unconstitutional and dangerous—part borrowed 
from the system of English Exchequer issues, and 
part from Mr. Biddle’s scheme of making the Fe- 
derail Government an exchange dealer—though 
Mr. Biddle made the Government act indirectly 
through a board of bank directors, and this 
makes it act directly through a Board of Treasury 
Directors and their agents. 

This is the first time that a formal proposition 
has been made to change our hard money Govern- 
ment (as it was intended to be) into a paper money 
machine; and it is the first time that there has been 
a proposal to mix it up with trade and commerce, 
by making it a furnisher of exchanges, a bank of 
deposite, a furnisher of paper currency, and 
an imitator of the old Confederation in its conti- 
nenta! bills and a copyist of the English Exchequer 
system. Being the first time these unconstitutional 
and pernicious schemes were formally presented to 
Congress, he felt it to be his duty to disclose his 
opposition to them at once. He would soon speak 
more fully. 


The question was then taken on the motion to 
print an extra number of copies of the message and 
documents, and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, 

The Senate adjourned till to-morrow at twelve 


o'clock. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvurespay, December 7, 1841. 

The annual message of the President of the Uni- 
ted States, tothe two Houses of Congress was re- 
ceived by the hands of Mr. Robert Tyler his Se- 
cretary, which having been read— 

Mr. WISE said that he believed that the House 
was at prescnt without a Committee cf the Whole, 
owing to the want of rules and orders. If there 
was such a Committee it would of course be pro- 
per to move the refererce of the message and the 
accompanying documents to it, but in the present 
case he would make the same motion that had 
been adoptcd with regard to the message of the 
last session. He would move that the message be 
Jaid on the table and printed, and that 10,000 ex- 
tra copies, together with the accompanying docu- 
ments, be also printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio would ask the gentleman 
if his motion contemplated the printing of the 
prospectus for the Congressional Globe and Ap- 
pendix, which he found on the back of the copy ot 
the mess2ge which was laid on his table. 

Mr. WISE said he would answer the gentleman. 
His motion was distinctly made, and was no doubt 
heard by the gentleman. Mr. W. would ask the 
Clerk if there was any appendix or any thing else 
attached to the message just read by him. 

[The CLerx replied in the negative. ] 

It was to print the message of the President of 
the United States, which had just been read by the 
Clerk. As the inquiry had been made rather 
sarcastically by the gentleman, Mr. W. said he 
would answer him that the message of the Presi- 
dent bad no Appendix of the Globe, or any other 
appendix, annexed to it, and therefore sarcasm or 
misrepresentation, or whatever animadvervions the 
gentleman might please !o make, would be de- 
prived of their effect by the answer of the Clerk. 

Mr. MASON observed that some explanation 
was necessary, and he was glad that the gentle- 
man from Virginia had had an opportunity of 
making it. He was engaged with the printed copy 
which had been laid on his table, in following the 
Clerk in reading it, and did not observe from what 
message he read. On the copy he held, he found 
a document annexed as part and parcel of it, sign- 
ed by Blair and Rives, recommending the country 
to subscribe for their Congressional Globe and Ap- 
pendix, and the idea naturally suggested itself to 
his mind that the same thing was on the message 
read by the Clerk. These copies, said he, were offi- 
cially laid on our tables by the officers of the House, 
and the inference, therefore, was natural that the no- 
tice of Blair and Rives had been annexed to it by 
the President’s sanction. He accordingly had a 
right to ask, when the motion to print was made, 
whether it was intended to include this notice. 
The genileman might call this sarcasm, if he 
pleased; but he looked upon the unprecedented act 
of Blair and Rives, in annexing their prospectus 
to the message of the President, as an outrage on 
the House. 

Mr. WISE replied that the document the gentle- 
man held in his hand was the private copy of Blair 
and Rives, printed at their office for sale, and that 
they had, therefore, the undoubted right to annex 
to it any thing they pleased. It was not the official 
copy of the House nor of the Senate, done by their 
Printers, and paid for by them, but it was the copy 
printed by the editors of the Globe, at their own 
risk. Here, said Mr. W. (holding upa printed 
copy of the message,) is the document as printed 
by Gales aud Seaton, the elected Printers of the 
House; and on the back of it, the gentleman wil! 
find no prospectus or appendix. He put it to the 
honorable gentleman from Ohio, if he had inferred 
that the President of the United States ever 
sent that notice of Blair and Rives to the House an- 
nexed to his message? He put that question to 
him as an honorable man, for he knew that he 
was aman of honor, did he infer it, and if he did 
not, he would ask him how that conduct is to be 
characterized which would lead others to make 
such inference? 

Mr. MASON said that the gentleman ought to 
thank him for giving him an opportunity of ma- 
king the explanation which he must admit was 
highly necessary, otherwise this proceeding might 





go to the country in an aspect very different from 
that in which the explanation placed it. He was 
asked if he believed that this document was an- 
nexed to the message with the sanction of the 
President to which he would answer that he sup- 
posed it was surreptitiously placed there. He 
was surprised at these editors daring to take such 
a liberiy with the President of the United 
States, and was not sure but that they 
might have obtained the sanction of some one 
connecied with him, who had connived at their 
conduct. He was, however, not more surprised 
at it, than he was at the strange connections which 
had lately taken place between the President and 
his late opponents. He would not say that the 
President himself had given his sanction to the 
proceeding to which he adverted, but he was not 
satisfied that some one else had not given it. The 
late Printers had certainly taken a great and un- 
warrantable liberty in appending their notice to the 
Presideni’s message, and he thought such conduct 
needed some explanation, and an explanation 
could not harm any bedy. Indeed the gentleman 
from Virginia ought to thank him for giving him 
an opportunity of making one. 

Mr. WISE said that he did thank the gentleman 
from Ohio—he thanked him sincerely—for his pre- 
mature and wanton attack on the President of the 
United States, not for giving him the opportunity 
of explaining that which required no explanation. 
He thanked him for this early manifestation of a 
disposition to make an attack on the President of 
the United States, and would want no better proof 
of itthan the state of feeling which his inquiry, 
and the mode of it, exhibited. 

Mr. MASON. Will the gentleman allow me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr. WISE. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. MASON. Will be inform me how it hap- 
pened that these printers became possessed of the 
President’s Message so early as to enable them to 
have their copy of itin the House while it was 
reading by the Clerk? 

Mr. WISE would inform the gentleman that the 
message gct into the hands of these printers pre- 
cisely in the same manner that the messages of 
Presidents Jackson, Van Buren, Harrison, and 
Tyler, always get into the hands of the printers of 
the city papers. They were all furnished with it. 
Gales and Seaton, as the Printers of the House, 
and the Editor of the Madisonian, as Printer of the 
Senate, got the message from the President, and 
Blair and Rives gotit from one of them, as the prin- 
ters of the city papers usually extend that courtesy 
to each other. The paper the gent'eman spoke of 
was not the message of the President; it was Blair 
and Rives’s private copy of it; and he would further 
tell the gentleman how that copy came to be found 
on the tables of members. It was usual, as the 
gentleman knew, as soon as the Clerk com- 
menced the reading of the message, to lay printed 
copies of it on the tables of the members, to 
enable them to read it with him if they pleased. 
Now in this instance, there not being in the folding 
room a sufficient number of copies printed by 
Gales and Seaton to give one to each member, the 
deficiency was supplied from the copies printed at 
the Globe office. This was done by the pages as a 
matter of accommodation to the members. This 
copy of Biair and Rives which the gentleman ad- 
veried to, was printed on their own account, and 
not by order of the House, and was precisely such 
a one as will appear in the gentleman’s own village 
newspaper. The gentleman might as well get up 
next week wiih a village newspaper in his hands, 
containing the message, and complain that it con- 
tained also the editor’s remarks and the advertise- 
ments of private individuals. As to the strange 
things on the part of the Piesident, which the gen- 
tleman alluded to, he had no doubt there were 
some parts of his official conduct which had sur- 
prised him; but he would say to the gentleman 
that the charges of treason and perfidy to his party, 
which had so frequently been made against that 
high functionary, were about of the same character 
with the impatations the gentleman had thrown 
out to-day. 

[We published in yesterday’s Globe the following 
nouce: 
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“THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

“Will be printed at this office in pamphlet form, 
in large ype, making sixteen pages, at $2 per hun- 
dred copies. 

“We expect to be able to furnish every person 
who may subscribe for it before 12 o’clock, m. to- 
morrow, with fifty or one hundred copies, within 
one hour after it shail have been read im Congress, 
and as many copies as may be desired early the 
neat day. 

“A notice that we intend to publish the Congres- 





sional Globe and Appendix for the session, wiil be | 


printed on the outside of the jast page of the co- 
ver.” 

According to our notice, we printed the message, 
and printed, on the outside of the Jast page of the 
cover, a notice that we intended to print, this ses- 
sion, the ConacressionaL GiLoBe and APPENDIX, 
during the sessivn, for $1 each, which contain no- 
thing but the proceedings of Congress and the speeches 
made by the members. When the message was de- 
livered to the House, we did not know what was 
in it, (for we had not read it, nor heard it read,) 
nor did ihe Presipent know what was on it, un- 
less he learned it by reading the Globe of yes- 
terday 

This explanation is necessary to enable the read- 
ers of the proceedings of Congress to understaud, 
correctly, the grounds of Mr. Mason’s remarks. 

Ep GLose.] 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland called the atten- 
tion of the House to the resolution submitied by 
him yesterday, on which the question was yet 
pending. If this discussion conunued, he saw no 
prospect of geiting at that question to-day. 

The SPEAKER then put the questisn on Mr. 
WIsr’s mo'ion; when 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina called for 
a division, so as to take the question first on laying 
the message on the table, and printing i\; and after- 
wards on prin'ing the 10,000 extra copies with 
the accompanying documents; which was ordered. 

The question was first put and carried on laying 
the message on the table, and ordering it to be 
printed; and then 

The resolution to print 10,000 extra copies, with 
the documents, was also carried. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland then called up his 
resolution as the unfinished business. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the gentleman to modify 
his resolution, so as to limit it as to time, and to 


provide for taking up the report of the Committee , 


| 


on the Rules, and making it the order of the day | 


till disposed of. Unless this were done, he saw no 
prospect of getting atan amendment of the rules 
after the adoption of the resolution. 


After some remarks from Messrs. JOHNSON, | 


ADAMS, and PROFFIT, 


Mr. JOHNSON modified his resolution, by add- | 


ing toit a provisioa making the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Rules the order of the day for Thurs- 
day next, and for every day thereafter till disposed 
of. 

The motion for the previous question was then 
carried. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the resolution; which were ac- 
cordingly ordered. 

The question was thentaken and carried in the 
affirmative—yezs 97, nays 95, as follows: 

YEAS—Me:srs. Landaff W. Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, 
Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Clifford, Coles, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, 
Eastman, John C. Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, 
Fornance, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Wil- 
liam O. Goode, Grasam, Green, Habersham, 
Hays, Hopkins, Hoack, Houston, Hubard, Hun- 
ter, Jack, William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, John P. 
Kennedy, Lane, Abraham McClellan, Marchand, 
Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Moore, Mor- 
row, Newhard, Owsley, Payne, Pearce, Pope, 
Powell, Proffit, Alexander Randall, Rayner, Re- 
ding, Rhett, Riggs, Rodney, Shaw, Shepperd, Sny- 
der, Sollers, Stanly, Steenrod, John T. Stuart, 
Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. 
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Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tnpleit, Turney, 
Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Washington, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, and Wise—97. 

NAYS —Messrs. Adams, Sherlock, J. Andrews, 
Armneld, Aycrigg, Babcock, Barnard, Blair, Board: 
man, Borden, Botts, Bowne, ‘Brewster, Biiggss, 
Brockway, Charles Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, 
Casey, Childs, Chi'tenden, John C. Clark, Staley 
N. Clarke, Clinton, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Doig, Jchn Edwards, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, A. 
Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. 
Goode, Gordon, Grauger, Hal', Halsted, William 
S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, 
James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, Andrew 
Kennedy, Lawrence, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, 
Robert McClellan, Alfred Marshal], Samson Ma- 
son, Mathiot, Ma'tecks, Maxwell, Maynard, Mor- 
ris, Osborne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, 
Plumer, Ramsay, Beniamin Randall, Randolph, 
Reynolds, Ridgway, Roosevelt, Russell, Saltonstal!, 
Sanford, Simonton, Siade, T. Smith, Stokely, Strat- 
ton, Alexander H. H. Sivart, Richard W. Toomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, 
Underwood, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, 
Wood, Yorke, Augustus Youug, and John Young 
—95. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, 

Ordered, That tbe hour of meeting be 12 o’clock 
at noon, till further ordered. 

On motion by Mr. ANDREWS, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, Deceinber 8, 1841. 

The Senate met at 12 c’eleck. 
Senators, in adibion to th 
peared in their seats, viz: 

Mr. KING of Alabama. 

Mr. BARROW of Louisiana. 

Mr. CHOATE of Massachusetts. 

Mr. DIXON of Rhode Island. 

Mr. BERRIEN of Georgia. 

Mr. MILLER, of New Jersey. 

The proceedings of yesterday having been read, 

Oa motion of Mr. ARCHER, 

Resolved, That two Chaplains be elected for the 
present session of Congress, one for each House, 
who shall interchange services. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON inquired of the Chair 
whether there was any business before the Senate. 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, 

The Senate at 124 o’clock adjourned. 


The following 
:@ already reported, ap- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepxespay, December 8, 1841. 

On metion by Mr. TILLINGHASP, 

Ordered, That a commitiee of three members 
be appointed, who shal], in conjunction with such 
committee as may be appointed on the part of the 
Senate, direct the expenditure of all moneys that 
may be appropriated for the Library of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. GILMER announced the attendance of the 
Hon. Wituiam Smits, elected a representative 
from the State of Virginia, to supply the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. Linn 
Banks. 

Mr. SMITH was then qualified and took his 
seat. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked if the first business in 
order was not the reference of the Presidenvs 
Message. 

Mr. CLIFFORD presumed that petitions were 
the first in order. 

The SPEAKER replied that they were. 

Mr. CARUTHERS informed the House that a 
dispute, of an amicable nature, had arisen between 
himself and a gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Dawson,] respecting their right to the seat that 
had, at the last session, been occupied by the Hon. 
John Sergean', and that they had agreed to submit 
the matter in dispute to the House. He, Mr. C. 
claimed the seat on the ground that previous to 
the resignation of Mr. Sergeant, he bad exchanged 
seats with that gentleman, and had placed his 
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that time the gentleman irom Louisiana, consider- 
ing his claim an unsound one, had erased his 
name and placed his own in its stead. In order to 
bring the subject properly under the notice of the 
House, he would submit a motion that his right to 
the seat be iecognised by the House. 

Mr. DAWSON said he claimed the seat under 
the rule of the House which provided that mem- 
bers had a right to take possession of any unoccu- 
pied seats, while his competitor claimed it on the 
ground of trans‘er, which was not sanctioned by 
any rules of that body. He admitted that 
two members might exchange seats with each 
other for their mutual convenience, but de- 
nied the right of any member wko was about 
leaving the body to transfer his seat to another, 
und-r the pretext of an exchange. Such transfers 
be looked upon as anwarrantable, partial, and un- 


just. 


Mr. CLIARLES BROWN said he should raise 
a ciaim to the seat of a different characier. It be- 
longed, in his opinion, to the successor of Mr. Ser- 
geant. 

Mr. CARUTHERS said that the gentleman 
from Louisiana admitted the right of members to 
exchange seats with each other; and therefore his 
claim was a sound one, for Mr. Seraeant made 
the exchange while he was a member of the body, 
and while he had a right to do so. We both 
agreed, said Mr. C. that some precedent ought to 
be setin regard to the exchange of seats; and we, 
therefore, agreed to submit the matter to the 
House. 

Mr. C. BROWN then submitted the following 
resolution as an amendment to the motion of Mr. 
CaRUTHERS: 

Resolved, That seats becoming unoccupied b 
the death or resignation of any member, shall be 
reserved forthe use of the successor of such mem- 
kers. 

The SPEAKER said that the amendment was 
not in order. 

Mr. GORDON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was also declared to be out of order: 

Resolved, That this House will proceed to-awor- 
row morning to draw by lot for the seats in this 
hall. 

Mr. STANLY offered the following as a sub- 
stitute forthe motion of Mr. Carutners, which 
was accepted by the latter: 

Resolved, That the Hon. Ropert L. Carutuers 
is eatttled to the seat occupied during the last ses- 
sion by the Hon. Jonn Serceant, it appearing to 
the House that the Hon. Joun SenGeant and the 
Hon. R. L. Carurners exchanged seats prior to 
the close of the Jast session—a custom which has 
heretofore been usual among members of the 
House. 


Mr. C. BROWN moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out the name of Mr. Caroruers, 
and providing that the seat be reserved for the suc- 
cessor of Mr. Sencranr. Mr. B. said he was op- 
posed to the claim of the gentleman from Jennes- 
see, because it would establish an injurious prece- 
dent in allowing members about to l-ave the House 
to transfer to another the seats which they held rot 
for their own benefit, but for the benefit of their 
constituents. It was unjustto all the other mem- 
bers nottc allow them an equal chance of obtzin- 
ing a desirabie seat. He admitted the right of 
members io exchange seats with each other when 
they bothintend to use them in good faith; but he 
was opposed to this kind of jockeying, by which a 
member who is about to retire, can make a private 
arrangement with one Cf bis friends to give him a 
betier seat. 

Mr. SLADE said that he did not recognise the 
right of a member to transfer his seat to another, 
but when he abandoned it, the first applicant had a 
right te take it. He would prefer putting the ques- 
tion on that footing to the one in the resolution of 
the gentleman from North Carolina. Mr. S. said 
that he wished to express the fact “that the said 
Joun Serceant had abandoned said seat, and that 
the same was thereupon taken by the said Roperr 
L. Carutnsrs.” This he believed was the state 
of the facts, and he would offer an amendment to 
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that effect. Mr. S. accordingly offered his amend- 
ment, but it was rejected wiinout acount. 
Mr. BIDLACK moved to po:tpone the further 


t i 
consideration oi subjects, that there 


! ] believing 
was a disposition in the House to assign the mem- 
bers their seats by lot; which motion was rejected, 

The question Was then tal Mr. £vaniy’s 
motion, and it was carried—yeas 122, nays 51. 

Mr. STOKELY cffcred the following r-:olation, 
which was decided to be not in erder: 

Resolved, That all the seats in this 
numbered, and that the nusibers placed in a 
box and drawn for respeci.vely—each member cc- 
cupying for the present session the number drawn 
by him. 

Mr. BRIGGS submitted the fvllowing 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Reselved, The Senate concurring, that two Chap- 
Jains, of different denominations, be elected by 
Congress, one by each House, to serve during the 
present session, who shall interchange weekly. 

Mr. YORKE submitted the following resolution, 
which was also considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Clerk cause to be furnished 
to the members of this Hous», during the present 
session, such papers as they may direct, the ex- 
pense thereof not to exceed the price of three daily 
papers, to each member, from the commencement 
of the session. 

Mr. ADAMS know whether the 
standing committees had been appointed, because 
when petitions were presented, it was nece:sary to 
refer them to some commit'ce. 

The SPEAKER repiied i2at the committees had 
not yei been appointed, and he was about to sug- 
gest to the House that the presentation of petitions 
had better be posiponed ull the committees were 
announce’. 

On motion by Mr. F’ LMORE, 


The House a‘journed. 


en on 


House be 


resoiu- 


wished to 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, December 9, 1841. 

The Senate met at 12 o’clock. Tue following 
Senators, in addition to those already announced, 
appeared in their seats, vz: 

Mr. MERRICK, wt Maryland. 

Mr. SIMMONS, of Rhode Island. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, ot Michigan. 

Mr. BAYARD moved that when the Senate ad- 
journ, it adjourn tili Monday next, to afford time 
to organiz: the committees. Agreed to. 

Ono motion of Mr. WRIGHT, 

Resolved, That the 34:b rule of the Senate regu- 
lating the election of committees, be so far suspend- 
ed, that the presiding cflicer shail have the 
appointment of ail the standing committees of the 
Senate. 

Mr. MANGUM moved shat 
Agreed to. 

The Senate then adjourned 
12 o’clock. 


the Senate adjourn. 
ull Monday next at 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuvurspay, Dec. 9, 1841. 

Mr. TOLAND annouvced the attendance of the 
honorable Joseph R. incersout, elected a Repre- 
sentative from the Siate of Pennsylvania, to supply 
the vacancy occasioned by the rerignation of the 
honorable Jonn Serceant, and moved that he be 
qualified. 

Mr. INGERSOLL was then qualified, and took 
his seat. 

Mr. FILLMORE said it has occurred to him 
thatit would advance the business of the House very 
much, and probably aid in the distribution of the 
business of the several commitiees, if the Presi- 
dent’s message was referred to them, so that it 
might be asteriained what select committees suould 
be established. ihere were certainly some sub- 
jects that did not belong to any of the standing 
committees, and ii seemed to him that the Speaker 
and members of the Hou-e should at once know 
what select commiltees were to be raiced. With 
that view he would submit to the cons.deration of 
the House the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That so much of the annual message 
of the President, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, communicated to this House on the 7th 
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instant, aS relates to the subjects of controversy 
and negotiation between this Government and 
Great Britain, and also so much thereof as relates 
to our relations with other foreiga nations, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Resolved, Thatso much thereof as relates to the 
suppression of the African slave trade, and so 
much thereof as relates to the removal of causes 
involving our internatonal obligations from the 
Siate to the Federal Judiciary and also so much 
thereof as relates to the regulation and restraint of 
Executive power in removals from office, be refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Resolved, That so much thereof as re'ates to the 
sixth census, and the apportionment of representa- 
tives to the House, be 1eferred to a select com- 
mittee. 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
finances of the Government be referred to the 
Commuiitee of Ways and Means. 

Resolved, Tbatso much thereof as relates to the 
tariff be referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
currency, exchanges and a fiscal agent, be referred 
to a select committee. 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
Navy and maritime defences of the country be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
post office establishment be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
Smithsun:an legacy, be referred to a select com- 
mittee. 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
District of Columbia, be referred to the Committee 


, on the District of Columbia. 


The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. ATHERTON said that he saw no reason 
for departing from the usage of the House, which 
he believed had been to refer the Presideni’s Mes- 
sage to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and there, in the first instance, make a 
distribution of the subjects therein embraced. He 
had understood the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Wise.] when he moved the printing of 
the message, to say that, were the House then 
not without rales, and thus without a Commitiee 
of the Whole, he wou!d have proposed that dispo- 
sition of it. Andevenif the House should con- 


|| clude to distribute the topics of the message with- 


out its reference to the Committee of the Whole, 
this, itseemed to him, ought not to be done before 
the announcement of the committees by the Chair. 
It would be recollected that the presentation of pe- 
titiops was objected to on yesterday 6n the ground 
that the committees had not been appointed. The 


same objection would certainly hold good against 


the resolutions of the gentleman from New York 
atihistime. He therefore objected to the recep 
tion of the resolutions. 

Mr. GILMER thought it would ‘be better to 
wait till the standing commitiees of the House 
were announced by the Chair, and we can then, 
said he, be better able to judge of the propriety of 
raising special committees. He presumed that the 
committees were not yet appointed, and that the 
Chair would require some days te come to make 
his selections. As the resolutions were notin or- 
der, he heped the House would proceed to the or- 
ders of the day. The resolutions could not be 
acied on at present, without the general consent of 
the House, and he objected to their being consi- 
dered. 

The SPEAKER made some remarks that were 
not distinctly heard by the Reporter. 

Mr. FILMORE said that it was with the view of 
aiding the Speaker, and of expediting the business 
of the House, that he had moved the resolutions. 
It certainly was a matter of great importance, both 
to the business of the House and to the Speaker, 
that he should know, before he distributed the House 
into Cominittees, what commitiees were to be 
raised. 

Mr. GILMER observed that his friend from 
New York would perceive that the standing com- 
mittees of the House were pvinte | out by its rules, 
and every member knew, therefore, what they 


it 
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were. All he wanted was that the Chair should 
announce them, and then it would be known what 
special committees were necessary. As we have, 
said Mr. G. a specia! order of the day of some 
importance, (the report of the Committee on the 
Rules,) and as the Chair would require several 
days yetto make up the committees, it would bi 
better to let the subject of the resolutions lay ove: 
for the present, and proceed to the business before 
the Heuse. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr 
Aspory Dicxins, their Secretary, stating that that 
body had passed a joint resolution for the arpoint- 
ment of two Chaplains of different denominations, 
one to be elected by each House, and to inter- 
change weekly; in which they requested the con- 
currence of the House. 

Mr. CLIFFORD then rose to express his views 
on the subject of Mr. Fittmore’s resolutions; 
when 

The SPEAKER interrupted him, and said he 
would inform the gen'leman that the whole debate 
was unnecessary, as the resolutions were not be- 
fore the House. 

Mr. LAWRENCE rose and said: I rise to per- 
form the melancholy duty of anncuncing to the 
House the death of a respected co!league, the Hon. 
Henry Brack, late a member of this House from 
the State of Pennsylvania. He died on the 26h 
of November, of appoplexy, at his residence in 
Somerset county. But afew months have passed 
away since my colleague from Adams was called 
upon to announce the death of the predecessor of 
Judge Brack, the Hon Charles Jate. To supply 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. Oe ve, 
Judge Back was elecied by a very large majority 
of the people of the district. He took his seat in 
this House during the late extra session, still in 
time to participate in most of the important mea- 
sures passed upon in Congress during that period; 
and although the time allowed to him here was too 
short to form a general acquaintance with ail the 
members, still all who knew him must have been 
favorably impressec. Mild and amiable in his 
temper, modest and unassuming in his character 
and intercourse, unyielding in bis integrity, with 
principles firmly established, yet his mind alway: 
open to reason. Honored in early life with the 
confidence of the peop'e of his district, he was 
chosen as a member of the Legisl<ture of his na- 
tive State, where he served with honor. Subse- 
quently, he was appointed a Judge of the Court, 
where he remained until his destiny was changed 
by those who delighted to honor him, by giving 
him aseat on this floor, where he has filled the 
measure of his public -ervice. 

Mr. Speaker, while, in common with my col- 
leagues, I feel deeply sensible on the occasion, yet 
I stand in a relation to the deceased peculiar to my- 
self. He was the companion of my boyhood, my 
acquaintance of riper years, my friend in private, 
and my associate in public life. J] knew his worth, 
and I feel his loss. ‘Whe day previous to his death 
he was in the enjoyment of usual health, with a fair 
prospect of a vigorous old age, surrounded by his 
family and triends, expecting shorily to exchange 
the sweets of domestic enjoyment for the bustle of 
public life. But the decree had gone forth. Ano- 
ther day, and he is in the world of spirits. Thus 
suddenly has his family and numerous fiiends been 
plunged into deep distress by the loss of an affec- 
tionate husband, a tender parent, and a devoted 
friend. I will conclude by offering for the consi- 
deration of the House the resoluiton which I hold 
in my hand. 

Mr. LAWRENCE then submitted a resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted, that the member: 
of this House, as a testimony of respect for the me- 
mory of the late Hon. Henry Buack, go into the 
usual mourning, by wearing crape on the left arm 
for thirty days. 

On motion by Mr. LAWRENCE, 

Tse House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, DecemBer 10, 1841. 
The SPEAKER communicated a report from 
the Navy Department, made in compliance wiih 
the provisions of the second section of the act o! 
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May 2d, containing a statement showing the ex- 
penditur ‘3 under the coutingent fund of the office 
of the Secretary of the Navy and the office ef the 
Navy Commissioners. 

Mr. KING of Ge orgia moved to refer it to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

_Mr. CAVE JOHNS ON. lesired to know wheth 

Commitiee on Nava! Affairs had yet been a 
ps orth It was not u-ual to refer matters to the 
standing committees before their appointment. 

Mr. WISE moved to ‘ay the document on the 
table, and that it be printed. ‘This, he said, was 
the usual course talven with regard to Executive 
communications before the announcement of the 
standing committees. 

This motion was agreed ‘o. 

Mr. HOPKINS proposed to take up and concur 
with the resolution sent from the Senate, providing 
jor the appointment of Chaplains. 

The SPEAKER informe | the gentleman that the 
House bad already passed a joint resolution on that 
subject. 

Mr. BRIGGS supposed that nothing remained to 
do but to go at cnce in’o the election. 

Mr. RHETT nominated the Rev. Dr. Benjamin 
Palmer. 

The SPEAKER caid that the first business in 
order was the reception of petitions, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inguired if the first bu- 
siness in order was not the re port < if the Committee 
ject hed been made the special order for yesterday, 
on the Rules and Orders of the House. That sub 
(Thursda;,) and for every suecceaing day till dis- 
posed of, He should think that this re port was the 
first business in crder 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland said that as many 
gentlemen were anxious to proceed with other 
business, he would mo,e the postponement of the 
special order. 

The SPE: a L asked the gentleman if his mo- 
tion contempiatcd ¢ fixed day to postpone the spe- 

cial order to. 

Several gentlemen named Monday next. 

Mr. JOANSON of Marylan d said that he should 
not fixon any day. If the postponement should 
be carried, the House could take the re eport up any 
day it pleased. 

Mr. WILLIAMS cf North Carolina moved to 
amend the gentleman’s motion so as to postpone 
the order to Monday next. 

Mr. JOHNSON co: Maryland then said that he 
should vary his motion so as to move to lay the re- 
port on the table. ‘ite House could then take it 
up when it pleased. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked, if the report was laid 
on the table, if it would not require a vote of two- 
thirds to take it up again. 

The SPEAKER teplied in the affirmative. 

Mr. ARNOLD called for the yeas and nays on 
Mr. Jounson’s moti n; which, having been or- 
dered, the qnestion was tak: BD, ‘and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 96, nays 88, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.  Athe rton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brews'er Burke, Sampson H. But- 
ler, William Butler, Wi iam O. Ba or, Green 
W. Ca!dwel!, Caruthers, Clifford, Clinton, Coies, 
Cress, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Doig, Eastman, Edwards, Egbert, Ferris,C.A.Floyd, 
Fornance, Toomas F. Foster, Gerry, Gilmer, Gog- 
gin, Gorden, Graham, Habersham, Harris, John 
Hastings, Hays, clopkins, Houck, Hourton, Ha- 
bard, Hunter, Char'es J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. In- 
gersoll, Jack, William Cost Johnson, Cave John- 
son, John W. Jone:, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
King, Lewis, Littiefield, Lowe!l, Robert McC'el 
Jan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Joho 
Thompsen Mason, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, 
Miller, Moore, Newhard, Parmenter, Payne, Pla- 
mer, Pope, Proffit, Reding, Rhett, Riggs, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shepperd, William Smith, Sayder, Sollers, 
Steenrod, Summers, Sumter, Taliaferro, Jacob 
Thompson, Triplet, Turney, Van Buren, Wal- 
lace, Ward, Weiler, Westbrook, James W. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Wise, and Wood—96. 

NAY¥YS—Meersrs. Adams, Alien, Landaff W. 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnaré, Blair, Boardman, Bor- 
den, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton 








Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, William B. Camptell, 
Casey, John C ‘Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, 
Cranstun, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, John 
Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmoie, John G. 
Fioyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Geatry, Gid- 
dings, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Hall, Halsted, 
Henry, Toward, Hodson, James’ Irvin, Wiliam 
W. Irwia, Jaaes, John P. Ke onedy, Lane, Law- 
rence, Linn, Sanison Mason, Matiocks, Maynard, 
Morris, Sicean Pendleton, Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randall, Randolph, Reynelids, Ridgway, Redarcy, 
Roosevelt, Russell, Saitens all, Simonton, Slade, 
Traman Smith, Staniy, Scokely, Stratton, Alexan- 
der H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuar’, John B. Thomp- 
son, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Trumbull, Und rwood, W ashington, 
Thomas W. Willians, Lewis Williams, Win- 
throp, Yorke, Augustus Young,and John Young 
—&8. 

Mr. FILMORE rose for the purpose of inquiring 
wheiher the President's message did not properly 
come up the first thing in order. If it did, he 
would again submit the resolutions he offered yes- 
terd: hot 





ATHERTON objected to the reception of 
i aan lions. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tenre see desired to inquire 
of the Chai: whether any basiness could be in or- 
der till the announcement of the standing com- 
mittees?. As petitions could not be referred till 
then, he thought the message cou!d not either te 
referred. 


The SPEAKER thoneht it was in the power of 
the Efouse to take tong and refer the message. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee, with a a view to 
the organization of the House, and to give the 
Speaker time to appoint the oman ees, moved an 
ee tii] Mo 

he SPEAKER iniermed the gentleman that 
he ¢ could not mal the compound mo tion to ad- 
journ, and toa v nein over to Monday; he could 
accomplish his cbject by first moving for the 
House to ad iii over to the day he fixed on, and 
that motion prevailing, then moving for an adjourn- 
ment, : 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee accordingly 
moved that when the House adjourn, it adjourn 
overto Menday nex!; which motion was carried 
without a division. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee 
the House do adjourn. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee, to save the time 
of the House, withdrew his motion. 

Mr. FILLMORE the n moved to take up the 
President’s message for the purpose of reference. 

Mr. SAUNDERS of North Carolina remarked, 
that if petitions could not be referred before the 
appointment of the standing commitiees, the mes- 
ssge could not, 

A motion was here made to adjourn, but by 
whom, the Reporter could not ascertain. 

lr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and nays 
which were ordere “ and, on vs the question, 
resulted in—yeas 72, nays 118, as fo!!ows: 

YERAS—Maevsrs. ‘A herton, Bo ot Boyd, Brew- 
ster, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampsen Hi. But- 
ler, William Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. 
Caldwel!, Calhoun, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cro-x, 
Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dawsen, Dean, Doig, 
Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Fessenden 
John G. Fioyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, 
Thomas F. Foster, Gilmer, Gordon, John Hastings, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Jack, Cave Johnson, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, 
Litilefield , Lowell, Abraham McCicllan, Robert 
McCie!lan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, 
John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Maxwel!, Me- 
dill, Miller, Newhard, Parmenter, Partridge, 
Payne, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Sanford, Saun- 
ders, Shaw, William Smith. Snyder, Steenrod, 
Sumter, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, 
Ward, and Weod—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. 
Andrew:, Sherlock ¥. Andrews, Arnoi¢, Aycrigg, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Bidlack, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson, Milton Brown, Burnel!, William B. 


then moved that 


Taliaferro, 








Camptell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Ca- 
sey, John C. Ciark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cushing, Garret Davis, Deberry, John 
E.lwarcs, Evereit, Filimore, A. L. Foster, Gates, 
Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Habersham, Hal!, Halsted, Hays, Hen- 
ry, Howard, Hudard, Hudson, Hunter, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, 
William W. Irwin, James, Wiiliam C. Johnson, 
Jubn P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, 
Samson Mason, Mattocks, Meriwether, Moore, 
Mortis, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pen- 
dleton, Pope, Powell, Prcflit, Ramsay, Randall, 
Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, 
Russell, Salionstail, Saepperd, Simonton, Slade, 
TT. Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alex. 
H. #H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, 
Johu B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip'ett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Wallace, Washington, Weller, 
Westbrock, Thomas W. Williams, James W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, Augustus Young, 
and John Young—118. 

The SPEAKER here announced that petitions 
were in order, and cailed for petitions {rom the 
State of Maine 

Mr. CUSHING begged leave to ask the Chair if 
there was not a suabsisting order fer the election of 

Chaplain in the motion of his colleague. As 
that related to the organ/zation of the House, he 
supposed it would have preference Over otber busi- 
ness, and he thought they had better proceed to it 
ai once. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested thal, as petitions had 
been called, it wouid be necessary to move to post- 
pone them for the present. 

Mr. CUSHING accordingly moved to postpone 
the cali for ps iions in order to go into the election 
of a Chaplain. 

The SPEAKER thought it would be in order to 
proceed to the election, as it related to the organi- 
zation of the Honse. 

Mr. LEWiS WILLIAMS moved to postpone 
the election of a Chaplain till Monday next; which 
motion was decided in the affirmative—yeas 108, 
nays 95, as follows: 

YEAS—Mes:rs. Allen, L. W. Andrews, 8. J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Bronson, 
M. Brown, Calkoun, W. B. Camptell, T. J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, J. C. Clark, S. N. 
Clarke, Cooper, Cranston, G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Deberry, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, A. L. Foster, Giddings, Goggin, P. G. 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Gieen, Hal!, Henry, 
Howard, Hudson, J. R. Ingersoll, J. Irvin, James, 
W.C. Johnson, J. P. Kennedy, A. Kennedy, Lane, 
Lawrence, Lewis, Linn, T. F. Marshati, Mathews, 
Mattocks, Maxweil, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, 
Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pen- 
dleicn, Pope, Powel!, Randall, Randolph, Rayner, 
Ridgway, Russei!, Saiton stall, Sanford, Shepperd, 
Simonton, ‘FP. Smith, Snyder, Sianly, Stokely, 
Straiton, J. T. Stuart, Summers, S@mter, J. B. 
Thompson, R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Wash- 
ington, Weller. T. W. Williams, L. Wiliiams, C. 
H, Williams, J. L. Wiliams, Winthrop, Yorke, 
A. Young -_ J. Young—108. 

NAYs—Mecss’s. Adams, Atherton, Barton, Bee- 
son, Bidlael k, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, 
Brockway, A. V. Brown, C Brown, Burke, S. H. 
Builer, W.0O. Butler, G. W. Caldwell, Z Camp- 
bell, Casey, Clinton, Co! es, Cowen, Cross, Cush- 
ing, Daniel, R D. Davis, Doig, Eastman, J. Ed- 

wirds, J. C. Edwar s, Ezbert, J.G. Floyd, C. A. 
Floyd, Fornanee, T. F. Foster, Gates, Gerry, Gil- 
mer, Gordon, Hals’ed, Harris, J Hastings, Hays, 
Ho pkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, C. J. Inger- 
oat, WwW. W. Irwin, Jack, C. Johnson, J. W. 
Jones, Keim, Littlefield, Lowell, A. McClellan, R. 
MeSletian, McKay. Mailory, Marchand, A. Mar- 
shail, J. T. Mason, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Par- 
menter, Partridge, Payne, Piumer, Proffit, Ramsey, 
Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rodney, Roose- 
velt, Saunders, Shaw, W. Smith, Steenrod, A. H. 
H. Stuart, Sweeney, Taliaferro, J. Thompson, 
Tomlinson, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watter, 
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son, Westbrook, J. W. Williams, Wise, 1 Wood— || 


95. 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that according to the 
decision of the Speaker, any motion woutd be in 
order that related to the organization of the House. 
He would therefore make a proposition for the rais- 
ing of such select commitices as 
sary. Mr. F. then submitted the 
lution: 

Resolved, That for the better organization of the 
House, in addition to the standing committees pro- 
vided for by the rules, the Speaker appoint the fol- 
lowing select committees, for the session, to consist 
of nine members each, to wil: 

A select commiitee on the plan of finance re- 
commended in the President’s message. 

A select commitiee on the apportionment of Re- 
presentatives to Congress, 

A select committee on the Smithsonian legacy. 

Mr. ATHERTON objected to the reecption of 
the resolutions as out of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee inquired of the 
Chair if they were in order. 

The SPEAKER thought that they were, inas- 
much as they related to the organization of the 
House. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee appealed from 
the decision of the Chair, on the ground that under 
the rales of the House petitions were the first 
business in order; and asked the Clerk to read the 
rule. 

The SPEAKER replied that 
about the force of the rule the gentleman referred 
to, but it was superseded by the mouon relating 
to the organization of the House. ’ 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee said it struck him 
asa Strange proce ecing to refer the messaze or parts 
of it, a the announcement of the standing 
commitices, for he locked upon the resolution as 
tantamount to a reference of portions of the mes- 
sage. It was unheard of, and contrary to ail par- 
liamentary usage, for the Speaker to have it in his 
power to appoint the commitiees with reference to 
the business they were to consider, instead of the 
House having it in its power to select what com- 
mittees the business should be referred to. 

Mr. PROFFIT would aiso express his surprise 
at the fixed determination of the gentleman trom 
New York to have the committees appoinied, afier 
the reference of the message; what would be the 
consequence if the gen‘leman succeeded in his 
object. Why it would be the Speaker, and not 
the House, that would have the reference of its bu- 
siness, and thus have reports made to suit particu- 
lar views. 

The SPEAKER called Mr. P. to order, and re- 
minded him that the question was not then on the 
reference of the message, but on the appointment 
of special commiitees. 

Mr. PROFFIT continued. He considered the 
proposition as tending to take from the House the 
power that belonged toil. It was an evasion of 
that responsibility which ought to rest on the 
House alone. Tle saw the Speaker touching the 
mallet, and hoped he would not take it up prema- 
turely. Under the present rules, the Speaker, with 
that impartiality which he had always shown, 
{laughtcr,] would appoint the standing committees 
without reference to the business they were to con- 
sider, and the House would then judge which of 
them to refer each item of its business to as it 
came up inorder. Suppose, said Mr. P. we 
should see the Committee of Manufactures consti- 
tuted without one Northern man on it, would we 
then refer the subject of the tanff to it? So 
also with regard to the subject of finance, and 
to other important in‘erests of the country, the 
House must see that the appropriate committees 
are justly and equally constituted before it can 
safely refer those subjects to them. Mr. P. cen- 
cluded by expressing the opinion that the proposi- 
tion contained in the resolutions was ten times 
more odiows than was the gag law of the last 
session. 

Mr. FILLMORE should not have risen to add 
one word if he supposed that other gentlemen la- 
bored under the same misunderstanding of the re- 
solutions as the gentieman from Indiana did. The 
House wou!d observe that his proposition was not 


might be neces- 
following reso- 


he had no doubt 
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to refer the message but to constitute those special 
committees, which were obviously necessary tor 
the business of the House. It was to complete the 
organization of the House, and there could be 
no more objections to sayng now what spe- 
cial committees there shall be than to say 
what standing committees there shall be. 
The proposition he had submitted carried out 
precisely the views of the gentleman from Indiana, 
because by it the special committees, like the§stand- 
ing committees, would be designated by the House 
previous to their being filled up by the Speaker. 
The resolution was offered for the purpose of as- 
certaining what special committees the House 
would raise, not for the purpose of enabling the 
Speaker to control the references of the business of 
the House. 

Mr. CLIFFORD objected to the decision of the 
Chair, on three grounds, and he would state them 
as concisely as possible, in order to avoid being 
misunderstood. His first objection was, that the 
appointment of select committecs did not pertain to 
the organization of the House under the rmles, as 
decided by the Speaker. The Speaker decided the 
other day that petitions were the first business in 
order, and could not be set aside, unless by a pri- 
vileged one, which to-day he decided the pending 
resolutions io be. Now he, Mr. C. would put it to 
the House whether this motion was a privileged 
one 

Let it be remembered, Mr. C. said, that the de- 
cision of to-day is to last as a precedent for the 
whole session, and not fcrthe particular case un- 
der divcussion. Sach a decision, he ventured to 
assert, was never heard of before, either in the Bri- 
tith Parliament, in this Congress, or in the Legis- 
latures cf any of the States. Indeed, he had never 
heard of such aone. If there ever ha ad been one 
similar to it, he should like to know where it was 
to be found. Show me, said he, the precedent. 
Mr. C. objected, in the sccond place, because the re- 
solution substantially proposed to refer the Presi- 
dent’s message, which, by the order of she House, was 
then lying on the table, avd could not be taken from 
thence bat by a vote of two-thirds. Now he would 
ask gentlemen if this proposition did not look to a 
reference of the President’s message? His third 
objection was, that the proposition, taken in any 
other way, was equivalent to an addition to the 
rules; and it was known that this would require a 
day’s notice. He advanced these opinions with 
great deference io the judgment of the Speaker, but 
he was so convinced of their correctness, that he 
could not vote to sustain the decision of the Chair. 
Accorcing to his recollections of British Parlia- 
mentary practice, there were no standing commit- 
tees recognised by it. Whenever a subject was 
pet in either House, requiring a reference, 

was referred to aselect committee raised for the 
aaden se, and this gave the Speaker the dangerous 
power of packing the committees. Ii was witha 
view to avoid this arbitrary and partial course 
of procedure, that the practice was adopted in 
this country of having standing committees to which 
to refer appropriate subjects of legislation—thus 
giving the Legislature instead of its presiding offi- 
cer the power of directing the reference of its busi- 
ness. 

Mr. FILLMORE would like the gentleman to 
say what part of ths resolution referred to the Pre- 
sident’s message. 

Mr. CLIFFORD. Let the resolution be read. 

The Clerk here read the resolution in which is 
contained the following paragraph: ‘SA select com- 
mittee on the plan <f Finance recommended in 
the President’s message.” 

Mr. CLIFFORD said there was a direct refe- 
rence to ithe President’s message: “A select com- 
mitiee on the plan of Finance recommended in 
the President’s message.” 

Mr. FILLMORE said, if the gentleman would 
say how he would have the resolution worded, he 
would modify it accordingly. 

Mr. CLIFFORD had no desire to modify the re- 
solution. Heconsidered the decision of the Chair 
incorrect, for the reasons he had stated, and he 
should vote against sustaining it. He objected, 


first, because the appointment of select committees 
did not pertain to the organization of the House; 
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secondly, because the proposition was to refer the 
President’s message, which was then lying on the 
table, and could not be taken up without a vote of 
two-thirds; and thirdly, because it was not in order 
to add to the rules of the House without one day’s 
previous notice. . 

The question on the appeal was then taken, and 
the decision of the Speaker was sustained by a 
vote of—yeas 103, nays 90, as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Blair, Board- 
man, Borden, Brockway, Bronson, Burnel!, Wii- 
liam Butler, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Tho- 
mas J. Campbell, Casey, Childs, John C. Clark, 
Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, De- 
berry, Jobn Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Pa- 
trick G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Hall, 
Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Jobn P. Kennedy, 
King, Lane, Lawrence, Lian, Thomas F. Mar- 
shali, Mathiot, Maitocks, Maxwell, Meriwether, 
Moore, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, 


Pendleton, Powell, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, 
Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodsey, Russel, 
Saltonstall, Shepperd, Simonion, Slade, Truman 


Smith, Soilers, Stanly, Siokely, Stratton, Alexan- 
der H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Tatlia- 
ferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, 
Joseph L. Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Wallace, Washington, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Robert C. Winthrop, 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—103. 

NAYS.—Mes:rs. Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, 
Chas. Brown, Burke, 8. H. Butler, Wm. O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Ciifford, Clinton, Coies, Cross, 
Cushing, Daniel, oh D. Davis, Daws son, Dean, 
Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Ferris, John G. 
Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, 
Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gordon, 
Harris, J. Has'ings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, Charies J. Ingersoll, Wm. 
W. Irwin, Jack, Wm. Cost Johnson, Cave . John- 
son, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lewis, Littlefied, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClelian, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, 
Newhard, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Piumer, 
Proffit, Reding, Reynolds, Roosevelt, Sanford, 
Saunders, Shaw, William Smith, Sayder, Steenrod, 
Sumer, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Ua- 
derwocd, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook James W. Williams, Wise and Wood 
—90. 

Mr. STANLY then moved the previous qucs- 
tion on the resolutions. 

The quesiion on seconding the call for the pre- 
vious question was then taken by tellers, Mr. 
Cave Jonnsow and Mr. Tatiarerno, and decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 101, noes 84. 

The previous question was then carried; when 

Mr. WISE called for a division of the question, 
so as to take it separately on the three different 
special committees which have been ordered. 

The question was first put on the adoption of 
that part of the resolution providing for the ap- 
poiniment of a special committee on the plan of fi- 
nance recommended in the Presidenvs Mevsage, and 
was decided in the affirmative—ayes 114, nays 84, 
as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Blair, Board- 
man, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, 
Milton Brown, Burnell, Wiiliam Butler, Calhoun, 
William B, Campbell, Thomas J. Campbel!, Ca- 
ruthers, Casey, Childs, John C. Clark, Sialey N. 
Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Garreit Davis, 
Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, P. 
G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, Hal!, Hal- 
stead, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, William Cost Jobn- 
son, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, 
Linn, Thomas F. Marshall, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Merriwether, Moore, Morris, 
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Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Partridge, Pearce, Pen- 
die‘on, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randail, 

Randolph, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Russell, Sal- 
tonstall, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Sollers, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, 
Alexander;H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Sum- 
mers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
leit, Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Washing- 
ton, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Wiliams, 
Winthrop, York, Augustus Young, and John 
Young—114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Samson H. Butler, William O. 
Butler, Green W. Caldwell, John Campbell, Clif- 
ford, Clinton, Coles, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doig, Eastman, John C. 
Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles 
A Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Gilmer, Gordon, Har- 
ris, John Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Hubard, Hunter, C. J. Ingersoll, Wm. W. Ir- 
wit, Jaek, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, 
Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Matthews, 
Medill, Miller, Newhard, Parmenter, Payne, 
Plumer, Proffit, Reding, Reynolds, Roosevelt, San- 
ford, Saunders, Shaw, William Smiih, Snyder, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Sweeney,Jacob Thompson,Tur- 
ney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Wise, 
and Wood—84. 

Mr. WISE then withdrew his motion for a divi- 
sion, and 

The question wastaken on the two remaining 
branches of the resolution, and also carried wih- 
out a division. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland then submitted 
the following resolution, which was considered and 
adopted: 

Ordered, That a select committee of nine be 
appointed by the Speaker, on the subject of esta- 
blishing a national foundry for the tabrication of 
ordnance for the use of thearmy, forts and navy 
of the United Srates, and for testing improvements 
and models in that arm of the national defence, and 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion by Mr. WELLER, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, December 13, 1841. 

The Senate met at 12 o’clock. The journal 
having been read, 

The VICE PRESIDENT informed the Senate 
that he was not prepared to announce the standing 
committees this morning, but that he would on 
to-morrow perform his duty in this respect. 

Mr. SEVIER, Senator from Arkansas, appeared 
in his seat to-day, in addition to those already an- 
nounced. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
acommunication from the Department of State, 
in compliance with the second section of act of 
1836, making appropriation for the civil and diplo- 
matic services of Government, showing the expen- 
ditures of this Department for the year ending 30th 
November last; which was, 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, in compliance with the 2] seetion of the act 
of 9:h May, 1836, giving an account of the expen- 
ditures from the contingent fund of that Depart- 
ment, from the 30th September, 1840, to 30th Sep 
tember, 1841; which was 

Oa motion of Mr. MANGUM, 

Ordered, To lie on the table, and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting copies of the Treasurer’s 
accounts for the 4th quarter of 1839, and the Ist 
and 24 quariers of 1840, and adjusted by account- 
ing officers; which was, 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be priuted. 

Mr. KING gave notice of his intention te ask 
leave, on to-morrow, to introduce sundry bills, 











among which was a bill to create an additional 
land district in the State of Alabama. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a message from the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report from the War Department 
respecting the military avd naval defences of the 
country, and relating to the defences under the 
superintendence of that Depar'ment; which was, 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, laid on the ta- 
ble and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRENYISS gave notice that he wonld on 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce sundry bills, the 
titles of which were not heard. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, informing the Senate that that House 
had concurred in the joint yesolution for the ap- 
pointment of chaplains to the two Houses. 

Also, that the House of Representatives had 
passed a resolution for the appointment of a joint 
committee, to direct the expenditure of appropria- 
tions to the library of Congress, and that three 
members had been appointed on the partof that 
House, and asked that a like number might be ap- 
pointed on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAYTON moved that the joint resolation 
be concurred in; and desired that he might noi be 
placed on the committee. 

The resolution having been concurred in, on 
motion of Mr. CLAYTON the Vice Presinent 
was empowered io appoint the cou.mittee. 

Mr. ARCHER moved that the Senate proceed 
to the election of Chaplain to the Senate. 
Agreed te. 

The Senate having gone into an election, it sp- 
peared that 34 ballets had been given in, of which 
the 


Rev. Mr. Tustin received * - 28 
Rev. Mr. Guraiey - - a 3 
Rev. Mr. Crark * - a 
Rev. Mr. Boirincna - 1 


The VICE PRESIDENT accordingly declared 
that the Rev. Mr. Tustin was elected. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

Resclved, That a Committee on Engrossed Bills 
be appointed in pursuance of the joint rule of the 
two Houses. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the CHAIR was em- 
powered to appoint said committee. 


Mr. WHITE gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce sundry dil's, among 
which wasa biil making appropriations for the 
completion of the Cumberland Road through the 
States of Ohio, Indiana and Hlinois. 


Mr. FULTON, Mr. PIERCE, Mr. WIL- 
LIAMS, Mr. WOODBURY and Mr. PRENTISS, 
severally gave verbal notice that they would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce sandry bills, the 
titles of which could not be heard in the gallery. 

Mr. MANGUM gave notice that he woul}, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a resolution for 
the appointment of a standing commitiee by the 
Senate, to report from time to time upon the pro- 
priety of printing such matter as may be presented 
to the Senate. He said his object was to prevent 
the printing of any matter which was not necessary. 

Mr. LINN said if it was the gentleman’s inten- 
tion to prevent unnecessary printing, he could get 
atthe matter better by vesting discretion in the 
standing committees to select, from such matter as 
was referred to them, that which they deemed 
necessary, and ask the Senate to have it 
printed from time to time. His friend would 
see the propriety of not subjecting the stand 
ing committees to the surveillance of the com: 
mittee the gentleman intends to ask the Senate 
to appoint. He merely threw out out the suz- 
gestion to the gentleman, with the hope that it 
would meet the object he had in contemplation 

Mr. KING inauired of the Senator from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Manaum] whether he understood 
him to accept the suggestion of the Senator from 
Missouri, Mr. Linn. 

Mr. MANGUM had no doubt the maiter could 
be satisfactorily adjusted. The suggestion of the 
gentleman however, though he thought favorably 
of it, was a matter for consideration. It had oc- 
curred to him that the documents were too volu- 
minous, and the printing of many unnecessary, 
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On motion of Mr. LINN, there being no further 
business before the Senate, 


The Senate adjonrned till to-morrow at 12 
o’clock. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Decemser 13, 1841. 

The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER announced the following Stand- 
ing Committees: 

Committee of Elections.—Messrs. Halsted, Blair, 
Cravens, Benjamin Randall, Borden, Barton, Tur- 
ney, Houston, and Reynolds. 

Commnittee of Ways and Means.—Messtrs. Fillmore, 
Botts, Samson Mason, Wallace, T. F. Marshall, J. 
R. Ingersoll, J. W. Jones, Atherton, and Lewis. 

Commitiee of Claims.—Messrs. Giddings, Os- 
borne, Cowen, Tomlinson, Arnold, Hubard, Burke, 
J. W. Williams, and Medill. 

Commitiee on Commerce.—Messrs. Kennedy, 
Winthrop, Toland, J. C. Clark, Ravner, Allen, 8. 
J. Andrews, T. W. Williams, and Ferri:. 

Committee on Public Lands.—Messrs. Morrow, 
Lewis Williams, Truman Smith, Gentry, Bron- 
son, Howard, Casey, Brewster, and Jacob Thomp- 
son. 

Commitiee on the Post Ojice aad Post Roads.— 
Messrs. Briggs, Joseph L. Williams Russell, 
Brockway, Owsley, Hopkins, Andrew Kennedy. 
John G. Floyd, and Piumer. 

Committee for the Disirvict of Columbia —Messrs, 
Underwood, Summers, Alexander Randall, Powell, 
Riczard W. Thompson, John Campbell, Ward, 
Dawson, and Bidlack. 

Committee on the Judiciary.—Messrs. Barnard, 
Trumbull, Pearce, Maxwell, Thomas F. Foster, 
Milton Brown, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Roosevelt, and 
Saunders. 

Committee on Revolutionary Claims —Messrs. 
Hall, P. G. Goode, Triplett, Thos. J. Campbell, 
Maynar!, Washington, James, Parmenter, and W. 
O. Gocde. 

Committee on Public Expenditures.—Messrs. Shep- 
perd, Linn, Hudson, John T. Steart, Meriwether, 
Green, Clinton, Littlefield, and McClellan. 

Committee on Private Land Claims.—Messrs. 
Moore, A. H.H. Stuart, John Young, Wm. C. 
Johnson, R. D. Davis, Cross, Turney, Payne, and 
Charles Brown. 

Committee on Manufactures.—Messrs. Saltonstall, 
Tillisghast, Randolph, Slade, Hunt, Henry, Haber- 
sham, Aaron V. Brown, and P. C. Caldwell. 

Committee on Agriculture.—Messrs Deterry,Ridg- 
way, Simonton, Mattocks, Doig, Shaw, Edwards, 
Partridge, and John Hastings. 

Committee on Indian .1ffuirs.—Messrs. Cooper, 
Caruthers, Chittenden, Soilers, W. Butler, Wat- 
ter-on, Harris, Weller, aad John C. Edwards. 

Comnitiee on Military Affairs.—Messrs. Stanly, 
Pe dieton, Goggin, William B. Campbell, Siokely, 
Wa. O. Butler, Sumter, Miller, asd J. T. Mason. 

Commiitee on the Militia.—Mes=rs. Keim, Coles, 
Ward, Boyd, S. H. Butler, Reding, Alfred Mar- 
shall, Sweeny, and Houston. 

Committee on Naval Affairs-—Meesrs. Wise, 
King, Calhoun, Joon C. Cia:k, Burneff} Fessen- 
den, Graham, Mallory, and Clifford. 

Committee on Foreign Affairs. —Messrs. John Q. 
Adams, Cashing, Everett, W.C. Johnson, Gran- 
ger, Gilmer, Hunter, Rhett, and Proffit. 

Commitiee on the Territories—Messrs. Pope, 
Christopher H. Williams, Garret Davis, Sollers, 
Gates, Green, Caldwell, Hays, Dean, and Charles 
A. Floyd. 

Committee on Revolutionary Pensions —Messrs. 
Taliaferro, Rodney, Staley N. Clarke, Mathiot, L. 
W. Andrews, Babcock, Matthews, Fornance, and 
Wm. Smith. 

Commiitee on Invalid Pensions.—Messrs. Morris, 
Aycrigg, Baker, Gordon, Straiton, Isaac D. Jones, 
Doan, Sanford, and Augustus Young. 

Committee on Roads and Canals.—Messrs, Law- 
rence, Lane, John B. Thompson, W. W. Irwin, 
Sprigg, Steenrod, Wood, Daniel, and Riggs. 

Committee on Patents —Mersrs. R. McClellan, 
Cranston, Gerry, Ramsey, and Sanford. 

Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds — 
Messrs, Boardman, Ward, Augustus Young, 
Cranston, and Bowne, 
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Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business.— 
Messrs. Eastman, Beeson, C. A. Fioyd, Jack, and 
Mattocks 

Committee 
York, Cary, St 
Williams. 


Commit/ce 


Accounts 
aley WN. Clarke, 


—Messr Marchand 
and Joseph L. 


on 


on Mileoge—Messrs. Thomas W. 


Williams, Meriwether, John C. Edwards, West- 
brook, Ins bert. 
Commitiee on the Library on the nart of the Fouse 


nghas', Ayerigs, ands 


Fite committer 


Messrs. Pill: 
The follo 

session, hold ov: 

seventh Congress, vz: 

On Expenditures in the State 
Van Buren, Hudson, Oliv 
S. Hastings. 

On the Expenditures ofthe Treasury Department — 
Messrs. McKeon, Samson Mason, Partridge, Ll. D. 
Jones, and J. Irvin. 

On Expenditures in the War Department —Messr 
McKay, Tomlinson, Newhard, J. J. Linn, and 
Brockway. 

On Expenditures in the Navy Department — 
Yorke, Senenten, Borden, Stuart, and 
On Expenditures in tae Post Gffice Depart 
Mes«rs. Li well, Morgan, Washing'on, Boy 
Lane. 

On Expenditures on the Public Buil iings.—*‘essts. 
Cave Jchason, S. M. Gates, Bidlack, Siok 
Houck. 

The SPEAKER a'so announce 
Select Commitiecs, appo:nied under 
Friday las: 

Select Commi 
Messrs Cushing, John P. 
Davis, Wise, Roosevelt, 
W. Irwin. 

Select Committee on the Ip) 
tatives.— Messrs. Everet', Chil 
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epresen- 
s, Caruiners, Sum- 
Stuart, Bidlack 


mers, Pearce, John T. , Cross, and 
Weller. 

Select Committee on the Smithsonian Bequest.— 
Messrs. J. @. Adams, Habersham, Truman Smith, 
Underweod, Benj. Randall, Charl J. Ingersoll, 
Hunter, Hoxs'en, «nd Bowne. 

Select Committe: on the National Foundry —Meersts. 


Wm. C. Jobnston, Samson 
dolph, Mailory, tiunt, Keir 
Johnson. 

Mr. BRIGGS rove and said tha‘, sinc 


ce the ad- 
the 


Pan 
aan- 


Mason, King ; 
, Parmenter, and Cave 


journment of House on Friday last, be under- 
stood that Colonel Hunrer, Jate Assistant Door 
keeper, had died. He (Mr. B ) desired to offer the 


ordinary resolution, providing for t ayment of 
the funeral expenses of the crc d, and ih ) 
offer another resointion, baving reference to the 
office which had been thus made vacant 

And Mr. B. offered the fol'owiong rmsolution, 
which was adopted unanimously: 

Resolved, scot the Clerk cf the House pay the 
funeral expens ot Col. John W. Hunter, late 
Assistant Doorkeeper of this Hou 

Mr. B. tien oer ithe following res t 


Resolved, Th 
is not necessary { 
that the same ts 
on the adoption of 
dered, and, t { 
as follows: 





and nays 





ihe yea 
the resolution, which was or- 
were—Yeas 177, 


"ee > 4° , ne . ‘ >» 
ng taken, nays 23, 





YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Lands’ W. Andrews, 

enock » fat lrew ’ Athert mm, Ayecrigg Bab- 
Sherlock J. A t yerigg, : 
cock, Baker, Barnard, Bidlack, Bair, Board- 
man, Borden, Bots, Bowne, Boyd, Bre 
ster, Brizgs, Brockway, Bror n, biilton Bro dy 
Charles Brown, Burke, Burn: {l, William Butler, 


William O. Buaticr, Green W. Cal well, Ps striek 
C. Caidwell, John C t 


Caruther S, Uase y, J 





fore 


bell, in GC. Mark, ( 
Coles, Cooper, C: ven, Cravens, Cross, ans el, 
Garrett Davis, Richard D a Dawson, Dan, 


John Edwar's, Jobn C. 
Ferris, Fessenden, Jonn G 
Floyd, Charks A. Fioyd, Fornance, A. La 
Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Ga'e es, Gent ry, 
Giddings, Gilmer, Goggin, Patrick G. 

William ©. Goode, Gordon, 


Deberry, Doig, 


Eastman, 
Edwards, Ee : 


bert, 





yrence 
Gerry, 
Goode, 
Graham, Granger, 
Green, Habersaam, Hall, Halsted, Harriv, Wil- 








liam §. Hastings, John Hastings, Hays, 
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Henry, 
n, Howard, Hubard, 
Hlunter, Hir P, Hunt, 


> rtiram 
mnsou, Joun 


Hopkins, Houck, Hous 
Hudson, Robert M. T 


Irvin, Irwin, Ja Cave J 





Ny 
W.Jone:, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, John P. Ken- 
nedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Lewis 
Linn, Liiticfield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, 
bert Mi elian, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, Samson Thompson 


nA 


Mason, Miathot, M 





h Maxwell, 
M.- ay at j Adar “ NA ny ‘eo 
saynare, aatuiall, sae! ert ’ ata fT. WLOO LP, 
Morris, Morrow, Newherd, Osborne, O vsley, Par- 
rn » > > } tT?! ' 
merrier, { ayne, Pearce, Penuie'on, t umer, Powell, 
Profit, Ramsey, Benjamin Rai , Randolph, 
Rayner, Reting, Reyn. Ids, Ridgway. Riggs, Roose- 
velt, Russel, Saunders, Seaw, Sh-ppe:d, Simon- 
ton, Slade, Truman Smith, Wilham Smith, Ssy- 
‘ C oO ‘, ‘ os i ae 
der, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Stratton, Alexand 1 
7 Senart r a, » ve : a 
H. H. Stuar!, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, 


Sweney, John B 
Toland, Triplet’ 
Van Buren, 


Th 
Underwood, 
ungton, Wat- 


‘Fhompson, Jacob 
Trumbull, Turney, 


Wallace, Ward, Was! 


ompson, 





erson, We i r, *Vestbrook, Thomas W. Wiliams, 
James W. Villiams, Lewis Williams, Christopher 


H. Willia: 
Yo 


, Weod, Avgusius Young, and John 





ssrs, Adams, Barton, Calhoun, T. J. 
Campbell, Cranston, Cushing, Everett, Fillmore, 
Joseph &. Ingersoll, William Cost Johns-n, King, 
Thomas F, Marshall, Partridge, Pope, Saltonstall, 


Sollers, Taliaferro, Richard 
son, Tillingha ast, Fomlinson, Jcseph L. 
Winthrop, and Yorke—24, 
So the resoluticn was a 
Mr. TALIAF ERRO 


lution, which was read 


. Thomp- 
¥ 


ur) 
v¥ iilig ims, 


‘ + 3 
opted. 
i 


offered th reso- 


e following 
for information: 
Resolved, Trat the several memorials, petitions, 
and resolutions presenied to the House of Repre- 
sentatives at the Jast Congress, and which were not 
finally acted on, aiso all bills which were reported, 
en, and lost in the Senate, and such hills as 
‘cd to committees and not reported on, 
the committees to which the 
ly referred at the last Con- 
that effect being hanced 
Hou-e, whose 
same upon the journal 


acted 
wer> referr 
be agsin referred 
same were respective 
giess, a written req esi to 
by any member to the C'eik 
duty it shall be to enter the 
as if presented in the House. 
Mr. WIS ingnired wheiher this resolution 
would not embrace sundry Abolition petitions? 
The SPEAKER rep! lied, IN: 3 such petitions not 
having been received, olution would not em- 
brace? ther 


to 


of ihe 


the res 


Mr. Wi 3 said he ha’, the n, no at j ‘ction to the 
adoption of ther 

Aud the resolution was edosied 

Mr. UNDERWOOD dsired to offer the fcllow- 


ing resolution, which was read for infermation: 








Resolved, That the Speaker engage the services 
of four stenographers, ata compe neato yn nol ex- 
ceeding $8 per day *h i pat the 
contings ind of shall 
be to repori tbe de al ihe 
Hiouse daly, and rews- 
papers publissed in this city. "Phe stenoaraphers 
so engaged shall rc : themselves the 
time whi-h each shall emp'ey in taking short hand 
notes of the debates and proceedings, and prepar- 














ing the e for the pre They :hali furnish the 
publics pr , With ell practicable despatch, a 
copy of their reports for insertion in their paper, 
and such ers shvll publish the same at length 
In che t paper edited and published by them 
withont charge 'o the Governmen’; and, ia case 
tt ya € cou . > rep rts of the 

phe: halih i to such ot} oY r 
editor Speaker may designate, who will in- 
eit ihe reports ia his pape Any stencgrapher 
sv em yeu may i yoved t y the ali r at 
any tim>, and anoth ployed inhis place. The 
Speaker soail locate the stenographers so employed 
in such place in the ha'las he may deem proper. 


The sienograpners shall make known to any mem- 

ber which of them reporied any speech aitributed 

to such member. 
Mr. WELLER 


solutions were now 


inquired of the Speakcr if re- 
in order, 


The SPEAKER said, only by general consent. 


| 


' 
= TT 
NN 


esa tama 
Odjection being made to the reception of the re- 
solution, 
Mr. UND 
rules, 
Which motion bein 
i nded. 
ELEC 





RWCOD moved a suspension of the 


g rejecte}, the rules were not 


pit 
yh) 


OF CHAPLAIN, 


On motion of Mr. "BARNARD, the House, in 
pursuance of its order of a former day, proceeded 
to the elrction of a Chaplain, (viva voce, as re- 
quire {hy the ru ) 

Mr. GENTRY nominated the Rey. Mr. Marrir, 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Mr. CU SHIUNG nc minaied the Rev. Mr. Ciark, 
of the Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. ¥ OOD nominaed the Rev. Frepericn L. 


of the Epise 
7 withdrew the n 
WARD nominated the Rev 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
ROOSEV#FLT nomina‘ed 


TIFFANY 

guenil 
Mr 

LAN, of 
Mr. 


pal Church, but subse- 


mination. 
Mr. Done- 


Mr. 


. 
the Rev. 


vo LE ae of the Protesiant Episeop 11 Courch. 
<MCBELL nominaied the Rev. Benya: 

MIN ee of the Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. UNDERW0O0O})) nominate “d the Rev. Mr. 
Frenen, cf the Pr tesiant - scopal Fas 

Mr. O3B0 RNE nominaied the Rev. Mr. Gur- 
LEY, Of the Presbyterian Church. 

Befcre proceeding to vote, Mr. CUSHING 





siated to the House tha! 


he had jast 
that the Rev. Mr. 


ot 


been informed 


Tustin, the Pres re 


Church, had tais morning been elected Chaplain 
to the Senate, and that, therefore, the nomina- 
tion of a Presbyterian clergyman was out of 
order: he accordingly withdrew the nomination of 


Rev. Mr. CLARKE. 

Messrs. CAMPBELL and OSBORNE there- 
upon withdrew the nominations of the Rev. 
Messrs, Patmer, and Gua.ry. 

Mr. WARD withdrew the nomination of the 
Rev. Mr. Donneran. 

The following vote was then tak 

Messrs. Allen, Atherion, Babcock, Barnard, 
Barten, Bidiack, Biair, Bowne, Boyd, Brew- 
ster, Briggs, Aaron Y. Brown, Milton Brown, 
Charles Brown, Burke, Burnsl', William Butler, 
Willam O. Biauler, Groen W. Caidwell, Patrick 
C. Caldwell, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Czsey, Childs, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Cla:ke, Clifford, Cooper, 
Cowen, Cravens, Cushing Danie!, Garrett Davis, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dig, Ira A. 
Eastman, Jehn C, Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, Fill- 
more, John G. Floyd, Charies A. Fioyd, Fornance, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gentry, 
Gerry, Gidding vide Patri G. 
Goede, Willa Graham, 


°-N viva voce. 








my } 4 
Gaode, Gordon, 


Green, Harris, William S. Has’in Jobn Hast- 
ings, Hays, Henry, Hopkins, Hoack, Huston, 


Howard, Hubard Hun'er, | 
Cave Johnson, Jcha W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, 
Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Lewis, 
Linn, Litdefi ld, Abraham Bec ‘Icilan, Robert 
McClellan, McKay, ry, Marchand, Alfred 
Marzhal', John’ Thompson Mason, Mathict, Ma- 
thews, Mattocks, Metill, Meriwether, Mi'er, 
_ rrow, Newha _ } Owsley, Parmen ‘er, e ridge, 

yhe, Plumer, Pope, Ram-ey, Rando!ph, Reding, 
a ws lds, Ru: aT Sanfor ’ Sha: ~e he p* rd, 
Sim nton, Slade, r. Smith, Wm. Smith, Snyder, 
Steenrod, Alexander H. H. — Jobn T, Stuart, 
Sommers, eenee, Tal iaferro, n BD Treompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Tom!inson, Trip! ‘it, Tarney, 
Van Buren, Wailace Water n, Westbrook, 
Christopher HA. Williams, Wise, J hn Young, and 

ker, voted forthe Rev. Mr. Mafiitt 
ssrs. Adams, L. Andrews, S. J. Ar 
Aycrigg, Berson, Boardman, Botts, B 
Campbs Cross, Everet, Fessen’e 
Granger, Habersham, Halsteac, Hunt, Irwin, 
Jack, W.C. Johnson, J. P. Kennedy, King, T. 
F. Mersha'', Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morris, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Profit, Rayner, Ridg- 
way, Riggs, Saltor stall Saunders, T. Smith, Sol- 
lers, Sprigg, Stanly, Summers, Sumter, R. W. 
Thomp on, Toland, U ao rwood, Washisgton, T. 
Ww. Williams, L. Williams, J. L. Williams, Win- 
throp, Wood, Yorke, and A. Young, voted for the 
Rev. Mr, French. 


—_ R. Isgersoll, 
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qi 
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Spea 
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omen 

Messrs. Baker, Borden, Coles, Cranston, Daw- 
son, Hall, Hudson, Irwin, Lowell, Rocsevelt, 
Tillinghast, and Ward—voted for the Rev. Mr. 
Hawley. 

Messrs. CUSHING, WARD, and ROOSE- 
VELT, who were appointed tellers, reported the 
result of the vote as follows: 


Whole number of votes . , . 198 

Necessary tu a choice . 100 
Of which— 

Mr. Marritt received. ; ie 

Mr. Haw ey oe 

Mr. Frencu — 


So the Rev. Mr. Marrirt, having received 
a majority of all the votes, was deciared duly 
elected Chaplain on the part of the House for the 
yresent session. 

Mr. CUSHING moved that the House adjourn, 
bat withdrew the motion at the request of— 

The SPEAKER, who presented to the House 
sundry Executive communications, of which we 
have only been enabled to obtain the fuilowing: 

1. A leiter from the Secretary of War, trans- 

mitting a report of the number of small arms of 
every kind which belong to the United States, and 
are in the several arsenals and depots, incladi: g 
those in the use of the army; the number lost or 
destroyed annually; and also the number annually 
manufactured at each of the National Armories, 
&*., made in obedience toa resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 24 September last; which 
letter and report were ordered to lie upon the 
table. 
2. A letter from the Secretary of State, trans- 
mitting statements of the expenditure of the con- 
tingent fund of the Department, prepared in obe- 
dience to the second section of the act making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of Government for the year 1836; which letter and 
statements were referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Expenditures. 

3. A letier from the Secre'ary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report in relation to certain insol- 
vent debtors of the United States, pursuant to the 
eighth section of the act of March 2, 1831; which 
letter and report were ordered to lie on the table. 

4. A letter from the Clerk of the House of Re- 
presentatives, transmitting the statements which he 
is required by the act of May 9,1836, to lay before 
Congress at the commencement of each annual 
cession, of the expenditures for the preceding year 
from the fund appropriated for the contingent ex- 
penditures of the House; wh’'ch let'er and report 
were referred to the Committee of Accounts. 
5 A letter from the Secretary of the Navy trans- 
mitting the accounts of the expenditures on account 
of the contingent expenses of the officers of the 
Secretary of the Navy and the Navy Commi:- 
sioners for the year endiug September 30, 1841; 
which letter and statements were laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. BARNARD, 
The House adjourned. 
IN SENATE. 

Tvespay, December 14, 1841. 
The Senate met at 12 o’clock. 
A message was received from the House, in- 
forming the Senate of the election of the Rev. Jonn 
New.anpd Marritt to the Chaplaincy ef the 
House fer the present session of Congress. 
Mr. EVANS presenied the petition of Thomas 
Fillebrown, jr. formerly a clerk in the Navy De- 
partment, praying the payment of the balance as- 
certained to be due him on a suit instituted by the 
United States to recover moneys received by him 
in the disbursement of the Naval Hospital fund: 
referred to the Commi tze on Claims. 
Also the petition of Daniel Palmer, a soldier in 
the late war with Great Britain, praying that the 
Secretary of war may be authorized to employ him 
in the recruiting service, ia consideration of an in- 
jury received in the discharge of his duty: referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Se: 
nate a report from the Secreiary of the Treasury, 
in compliance with the act of 24 March, 1831, for 
the relief of certain insolvent debtors of the United 
S a es, showing the amount due, the names of those 
who have been released, with the terms of com- 


| 





promise, &c.: referred, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Department of 
War, in compliance with the second section of 
Civil and Diplomatic bill of 1836, accompanied by 
abstracts of expenditures from the contingent fund 
of that Department, ending 30th September, 1841: 
referred, aud ordered to be printed. 

The President prolempore announced to the Se- 
na'e the Standing Committees, as follows: 

On Foren Relations.—Messrs, Rives, Preston, 
Buchanan, Tallmadge, and Choate. 

On Finance.—Messrs. Evans, Mangum, Wood- 
bury, Bayard, and Berrien. 

On Commerce.—Messrs. Huntington, 
bridge, King, Barrow, and Wrigit. 

On Manufactures.—Messis. Simmons, Archer, 
Miller, Buchanan, and Morehead. 

On Agriculture. —Messrs. Linn, Bates, Barrow, 
Smith of Connecticut and Sturgeon. 

On Military Affairs.—Messrs. Preston, Merrick, 
Benton, Archer, and Pierce. 

On the Militia —Messrs. Phelps, Fulton, Smith 
of Indiana, Williams, end McRoberts. 

Oa Naval Affairs.—Messrs. Mangum, Archer, 
Williams, Choate, and Bayard. 

On Public Lands.—Messrs. Smith of Indiana, 
Tallmadge, Walker, Huntington, and Prentiss. 

On Private Land Claims.—Messts. Henderson, 
Lion, Tappan, Falton, and Dixon. 

Oa Indian Affairs.—Messrs. Morehead, White, 
Sevier, Phelps, and Benton. 

Oa Claims.—Messrs. Graham, Wright, Wood- 
bury, Woodbridge, and Phelps. 

Oa Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. Dixon, Clay- 
ton, Smith of Connecticut, Allen, and Cuthbert. 

On the Judiciary. —Messrs. Berrien, Clayton, 
Prentiss, Walker, and Kerr. 

Oa the Post Office and Post Roads.—Messrs. 
- rrick, Simmons, McRoberts, Mouton, and Mil- 
er. 

Oa Roads and Canals —Messrs, Porter, White, 
Young, King, and Cuthbert. 

On Pensions —Messrs. Bates, Pierce, Allen, Gra- 
ham, and Sevier. 

Oa the District of Columbia.—-Messrs. Bayard, 
King, Kerr, Young, and Rives. 

On Patents and the Patent Office.—Messrs. Prea- 
tiss, Porter, Henderson, Mouton, and Sturgeon. 

On the Public Buildings. —Messrs. Kerr, Fulton, 
and Evans. 

On the Library.—Messrs. Preston, Tappan, ani 
Choate. 

On Engrossed Bills —Messrs. McRoberts, Miller, 
and Sturgeon. 


On Enrolled Bills —Messrs. Porter and Wil- 
liams. 

To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses.— 
Messrs. White, Tappan, and Porter. 

He said, as was usual, the first named of each 
committee would act as chairman. 

On motion of Mr. MOUTON, it was ordered 
that the petitions cf Littleton Bailey, Marcellus 
Jassin, and Margarvet Deval, on the files of Senate, 
be severally referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, it was ordered 
that the memorial of Casper W. Weaver be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Committee 
on the D,strict of Columbia. 

Also the petition of John H. Stone, to be taken 
from the files and referred to the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, it was 
ordered that the petition of Francis Vigo be taken 
from the files, and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE preseated the petition of Mary 
Chamberlain, widow of Benjamin Chamberlain, 
deceased, a Revolutionary soldier, praying a pen- 
sion: referred to the Committee oa Pensicns. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, it was ordered 
that the petition ot Irving Shubrick be taken from 
the files of the Senate, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the petition of 
Charles Larabee, late a major in the army of the 
United States, praying for arrearages of pension, 
and increase of present rate: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, 


W ood- 


| 





— on ee er 


Mr. RIVES presented the petition of William 
R. Porter and William Saunders, praying to be 
relieved from the payment of a judgment obtained 
against them as sureties of William Eustis, a pay- 
master during the late war with Great Britain: re- 
ferred to the Commitice on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from the 
General Assembly of the State of Alabama, pray- 
ing that a tract of land lying in Jackson county, in 
said Siate, may be attached to the Jand distriet on 
the establishment of a land office adjacent to said 
tract, within the late Cherekee purchase: referred 
to the Committee on Pablic Linds. 

Mr. KING, on leave, and agreeably to notice, 
introduced a bill to establish an additional Jand 
district in the S:ate of Alabama; which was read a 
first, and by unanimovs consent the second time, 
and referred to the Commitiee on Public Lands. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Caroline Clitherell, 
widow of Dr. George C. Clitherell, late a surgeon 
in the army of the United States; which was in 
like manner read and referred to the Commiitee on 
Miluary Affairs. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock; 
which was ip like manner read and reierred to the 
Commitiee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, agreeably to notice heretofore 
given, cn Jeave introduced a bill to provide for the 
settlement of the claims of the State of Maine for 
the services of her militias; which was read the first 
and (by unanimous consent) the second time, and 
referred 'o the Commiiice on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PRENTISS, ia like manner, introduced a 
bill for the establishment of a Board of Commis- 
sioners to hear and examine claims against the 
Uni‘ed States: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Also, a bill for the relief of John McCloud. 

Al o, a bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes, 
the widow of Elijah Barnes. 

Also a bill granting a pension to David Waller; 

Also a bill granting a pens on to Parmelia Allen, 
widow of the late Samuel Allen, a soldier of the 
Revolution ; which bills were severally twice read, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Messrs. LINN, MERRICK, BARROW, 
PIERCE, FULTON, BERRIEN, KING, 
WHITE, PORTER and WOODBURY gave no- 
tice that they would ask leave to introduce sundry 
bills, the titles of which were not heard. 

Mr. PIERCE, on leave, and agreeably to notice 
heretofore given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Daniel Pettibone; which was specially 
read twice, and, with accompanying papers, refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Joseph Bassett; and 

A bill fer the relief of Samuel Collins; 

Also,a bill to provide for allowance of Invalid 
Pensions for certain Cherokee warricrs under the 
14th article of the treaty of 1835, which were se- 
verally read twice and referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. ; 

Mr. FULTON, on leave, and agreeably to no- 
tice given, introduced a_ bill allowing drawback 
upon foreiga merchandise exported in original 
packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe in Mexico; 
wh.ch was read twiee by special order and re- 
ferred to the Committee oa Commerce. 

Also, a bill for the relief of John Smith of Ar- 
kansas; which was in like manner read and refer- 
ied to the Commi tee on Pub.ie Lands. 

Mr. BERRIEN, on leave, and agreeably to no- 
tice, introduced a bill to provide for the payment 
of the claims of Georgia, for moneys advanced on 
account of expenses incurred in calling out militia 
in cases of emergency, for suppressing Indian hostili- 
ties in Florida and Alabama, and to protect the citi- 
zens of Georgia from certain aggression and ravages 
of the Creek and Seminole Indians; which was read 
twice by special order, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affsirs. 





Mr. WHIGE, on leave, and agreeably to notice, 
introduced a biil granting a pension to William 
Grand; 

Also, a biil for the relief of Mary Prettyman, 
and 

Also,a biil for the relief of Samuel Crafton; 
which were severally read the first, aud by special 
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order the second time, and referred to 
tee on Pensions 


Mr. WO! /DBURY pr 


the Commit- 


sented 


the petition of 


Hannah Spring, formerly the widow of Jedediah 
Wiiham, prayir g an increase of pension. Refeired 


to the Committee on Pensions. 


Also, the petitions of Sarah Rendell, Polly 
Lord, and Anna Welch, widows of Revolutionary 
officers and soldiers, praying an extension of pen- 
sions be granted. Keferred to the Commitiee on 
Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Abigail Fulton and others, 
widows of ceériain oflicers, seamen, and marines 


belonging to private armed vessels of the Untied 
States, praying the cont 
merly granied to them. 
on Pension.. 

Also, the peti! 
dence, Rhode I 
services in taking the sixth census. 
Committee on Claim 


uation Of pensions 


' 
el th «* ry 
helerred to the UO 


f } ‘ Tn t wi 
ion of John S. Harris, of Proevi- 

. 
land, tor certain allowance for h's 


teferred to the 


Also, the petition ot el Brown, naval offi- 
cer for the district of Pp rovidence, for r compen: a- 
tion for additional duties in the execution of his 
office, which were required by instructions from 


the Treasury Department. Re 
tee on Commerce 
On motion of Mr. 


ferred to the Commit- 


WOODBURY, it was 





Ordered, Tinat the petitions of Benj L. 
Carleton be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Somnath e on Pensions, and the 
petition of Nathaniel Garrison be referred to the 
Committee on Commeice 

Mr. WOODBURY, on leave, and agreeably to 
notice heretoiore given, introduced the fol!owing 


bills, which were read tie first, and by special 
der the second time, and referred 

A bill for the relief ot 
of Samuel Neale 
Pensions 

A bill placing Charles Yeaton on the privateer 
pension fund. R: 
SLODS. 


or- 
, as foliows: 

Neale, the widow 
the Committee on 


Mary 
Referred to 


ierrca to the immittee on ien- 


A bill to increase the pay of certain offiecrs of 
the revenue cutter service, Whilst serving in the 
navy of the United Statics. Reterred io ihe Com 
mittee on Commerce. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Green, widow of 
Samuel Green, deccascd. Reterred to the Com. 
mittee on Pensions. 


A bill to place Charles 
pension list. Referred to 
sions. 





Mr. MANGU™®, in accordance th th 
tice he gave yes'erday, presented the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That a stan‘ing comm! of the § 
nate be appoint to whem shail be referred every 
question On printing ¢ C m report ol 
other matier transmitted by eitherof the Executive 
Departments, and al! memorials, petitions, aecom- 
panying documents, together witha other matter, 
the printing of which shall be moved, excepting 
bills originating in Congress, resolutions offered by 
any Senator, and motions to print, by order of the 
Standing committees of the Senate, of reports, 
documents, or O'her matters pertaining to the sub- 
jects referred t ich commitiees by the Senat 
and it shall be the duty of such commit ) 
printing to report ia every case, in one day, or 


sooner, if practicable. 

Mr. MANGUM obssrved that he upposed the 
resolution would, in conformity to the rule, have 
to lie over one ot jection 
made; but as 
siuion to it, 


day, if tt any 
ie en wan) 
he believed t would 


tne: hoped it might be cor 


be no onpo- 


PF 
: 
sidered forth- 





with. He had shor n it to some Senators, at wh se 
suggestions she had mate alte ns, excepting from 
its Operations the regu'ar business, reporis of bills, 


resolutions of 


ens 
Stan 


ng committees, resolutions of- 
fered by Senators, &c. The design of the reselation 
Was to s she it to the committee all d ‘cum: nts from 
the Departments; not, of course, inclu 


ling Breve ive 
communications usually ordered to be printed 
Exceptions were also made in regard to matters 
submitied to the standing commitiees, which they 
might recommend to be printed. The object of 
the resolution was altogether of an economical na- 
ture, and to prevent the unnecessary expense of 

















CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


printing voluminous 
of mere local interest. 
Mr. TAPPAN called { 


lution again. 








documents of Lo general, or 


o of reads s 1, sen 
r the reading of the reso 








Mr. MANGI Li h to press its adop- 
tion to-day. He therefore moved that over 
till to-morrow, and be prinied. 

Agreed to 

Mr. BARROW submitted the following, which 
lies over till to-morrow, viz: 

Resolved, yecretary of the Treasury be 

rected to nate what amountof pub- 
lic lands are now surveyed and prepared for mar- 

t in the Siate of Leuisiana A what amount 
of lan n said State have been advertised for 

le by proclamation, and the sales afterwards sus- 

ended 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resoiution, 
Which he wished to jie on the table till to morrow, 
VIZ: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to 1D ae e nto theexpediency of makiag 
an appr i riation to linprove » the navigation of the 


Ohio, Mis ine ard Missouri rivers, by the 
moval of snags, sunken trees, and 
lions in their beds, which annua!ly destroy a great 
number of steamboats and other water craft, and 
a vast amount of produce and merchandi e. 

Oa motion, the Senate then proceeded to the con- 
sideration of Executive business, an after a short 
session therein, 


The Senate adjourned. 


re- 
other obstruc- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENT ae 


Tuespay, December 14, 18: 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
saseiieall 

proved. 
Petitions and mem: ns ials were called for in the 


order of t} 
entea by 
From Mat 
RANDALL, 
and SEO SON 


@ State 


wccinthi ,and were pre- 

N nt Crs: 
L OWELL, CLIFFORD 
SENDEN, 


LITTLEFIELD, 


the following 1 
ha 
2.—~—!¥ICSSITS 


eas 


iS 





{Mr. Lor Ww the per ition of Silas 
Hardy and other citizens of Swan’s Isiand Planta- 
tion, in the uncock, Maine, praying 
for the establi: ! route, or post road, 


from Sedgewick to se erred 


re " 


to the Commiitiee on Onl and Pest 
Roads } 
Mr. LOWELL gave notice t he wouid on to 


morrow, or as soon as it shou in order to do 
s0, ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
paymeat of the claim of the State of Maine for the 


‘rvices of her militia in def ing the Northeast 
ern fre wee of the United States in the year 18% 39, 

A's for the relief of Robert Rams say, and 
a bill fo . a. dont of William Pool. 

From New Hampshire. —Mesers. 
EASTMAN. 


SHAW, 
BURKE, and 





[Mr. Siaw presented tse pet tion of Abraham 
Morrill, of Brintwood, New Hampshire, praying 

tcompensation may be allowed him fora loss 
ustained in furnishing clothing, by cont tor the 
Government oc the United States, during the last 
war. ] 

[Mr. Eastman presented the petition of Natha- 
niel Dormanand others, and of J. Wingate and 
others, for mail routes; of John V. Barren and J. 


H. Kelley for remuneration; of 
Isaac 
titions 

From te issachusctts.—Messrs 
ADAMS, 'NTHROP, SALT 
NELL af 4 RO IDEN. 

Mr. CUSHING gave notics 
leave ! ter to ina bil 
claimants for French spoliati 

(Mr. Avams (amongsia 
lition and o'her petitions) pre 
sundry citizens of Hamiit 
peal of the 2kst rule; an 
pass no rule ororders 


Samuel Dicey znd 
Runna's fur pensions sundry ether pe- 


or yaricus obj 


> also, 
. CUSHING, 
)NSTALL, BUR- 


ihat he would ask 
\1 for the relief of 
r to 1800. 
vast number of 

sen'ed a peil from 
nco. Ohio, praying the re- 

{ also that Congress would 
gmatising Abolition patitions, 
making any distinction between them and other 
petitions, which petiion Mr moved to refer to 
to a Select Committee ting of nine members, 
with instructions to reporta resolution repeating 
said rule ] 


{Notg,—The 21st rule is in the following words: 


rea bring 


hs prio 


Abo- 


ion 


or 


» CONSIS 














**No petition, memorial, resolution, or other paper 
praying the Abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, or any State or Ter: 


ory, or the S‘ave 
trade eg the States or Terriiories of the 
Un ited States in which it now exists, shall be re- 
ceive 1 this House, or entertained in 


any way 
whatever oa 
SPEAKER said the instruction 

= ente ertained 3 y genvral consent. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected 

Mr. ADAMS then modified h 
Simply refer the pet 
nine member 
that motion. 


could only 


Ss motion so as t 
Committee of 
nays on 


i0n to a Select 


ts; andasked the yeas and 


Mr. MERIWETHER moved to !ay the motion 
to refer on the tabie. 


Mr. JAMES asked the yeas and nay 
which were ordered. 

The yeas and nays were 
foliows: 

YEAS—Mesesrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Atherton, 
darton, Beeson, Biclack, Bovd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, Burke, S. H. Batler, William But- 
ler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Pa- 
trick C. Caldwell, Thomas J. Campbell, Clifford, 
Coles, Cross, Daniel, Dean, Deberry, Eas'm~r, 
Jenn C. Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, Gerry, Gil- 
mer, Goggin, William O. Gocde, Graham, Haber- 
sham, Hass, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, Keim, John P. Ken- 


thereon; 


taken, and resulted as 


nedy, King, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mal- 
lory, Marcband, J. T. Mason, Mathews, Medill, 
Meriwether, Miller, Moore, Newhard, Payne, 
Pearce, Powell, Proffit, layner, Reding, Reynolds, 


Rhett, Riggs, Saunders, Shaw, William 
Smith, Snyder, Sollers , Sprieg, Stanly, S Steenrod, 
Sumter, Sweney, Ta iaferro, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Washing- 
ton, Watterson, Weller, Westbrock, James W. 
Williams, Lewis Willi » Chris ‘opher H. Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, and Wise—87 
I ‘STS 


Shepperd, 


latas 


ie 
VAYS—Me Adams, Allen, Sherlock 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babeock, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Blair, Boardman, 


Bolts, sg ne Be wster, 
Briggs, Bronson, wes nell, C 1, Casey, Chit- 
tenden, John C. Cla 


, Coo per, a ven, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Doig, John 
Edwards, Egbert, by vere tt 


Ferris, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, John G. Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, 
Giddings, P. G. 


Gi ode, Granger, Hall, W. S. 
Hastings, oe. Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Jos. 
R. Ingersoll, James I: vin, William W. Irwin, 
James, Andrew y Ker ney, Lawrener, Linn, Litile- 
Lowell, Robert Mec Ylellan, MeKeon, Alfred 
Marshall, Thoma; F rshali, Samson Mason, 
Mathio’, Mattocks, Maynard, Morris, Morrow, 
Oliver, O-borne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, 
Plumer, Ramsey, Benjamin Randal!, Randolph, 
Ridgway, Roosevelt, Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, 
Simonton, ‘roman Swmiih, Stratton, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Wallace, 
Toomas W. Williams, Winthrop, Woed, York, 
and Augustus Youns—92. 
So the motion was not laid cn 
And 


J. 


yaiht 


~~ 7 
Siade, T 


the table. 


ike question 


rcurring on the motion of 
Mr. Apams i refer the petition to a select com- 
mit'ee— 

Mr. RUETT moved a call of the House 


? 
was ordered. 


And the rolib 


ing called, 183 members 
to their names. 


answered 


The names of the ab:entees were then called, 
and 193 members app ared 10 be pees ent. 
Mr. CALHOUN moved that ail further proceed- 


, 
ine eall be 


ings on dispensed with. 
Mr. CAM PBELL of South Carolira 


called 
the veas and nays on this question, which were ur- 
dere 1, and resulted yeas 90, nays 90, as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, A 
Andrews, Sherlock J. Andres 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
lack, Biair, Boardman, Borden, Bowne, Briggs, 
Bronson, Burnell, Sampson H. Butier, Calhoun, 
Casey, Childs, Chittenden, Joan C. Clark, Cooper, 
Cowen, Crans'on, Cravens, Cushing, Richard 
D. Davis, Doig, J-bn Edwards, Egbert, Evereit, 
Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, 


llen, 


Landaff W. 
Amo!d, Aycrigg, 
Barton, Beeson, Bid- 


Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Hall, 





